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Turkish Investors to
Visit Isfahan on
Hotel Building Plan

A delegation of Turkish investors and tour operators
will follow up on the issue of building ten five-star ho-

Triang}le

Page 3 tels in Isfahan as well as several cities of Iran during a

> visit to the country within the next two months, Iran’s
tourism chief says. “Construction of 10 hotels across
Iran by Turkish investors was...

T

Isfahan among
World 35
Nicest Cities

A high circulation newspaper in England, Daily Tele-
graph, released a report by which it introduced Isfahan
among 35 beautiful cities you must see in your lifetime.
According to Daily Telegraph, Isfahan should not be
missed visiting during a lifetime as it enjoys numerous
eye-catching monuments making it among the 35 most
beautiful cities worldwide. The released newspaper in-
cludes parts of Robert Byron’s 1930s travelogue as fol-
lows: “Isfahan has become indeliable...
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Isfahan Science and
Technology Town’
Co. Receives Award
for 2017

Pishran Zamharir Aseman Co., a settled company at
Isfahan Science and Technology Town (ISTT) received
the Asian Science Park Association’s award for 2017.
The company received the award for its developed
technology on Cryogenic ...
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Isfahan Science and
Technology Town’
Co. Receives Award
for 2017

Pishran Zamharir Aseman Co.,
a settled company at Isfahan
Science and Technology Town
(ISTT) received the Asian Sci-
ence Park Association’s award
for 2017. The company received
the award for its developed tech-
nology on Cryogenic Tanks that
make the storage of sub- tem-

perature liquids including lig-
uid Oxygen, Nitrogen and LNG
possible. These liquids have
temperatures ranging from -150
to -196 C making their storage
require the use of special tanks.
The tanks that store the liquids
need to incorporate two shells
with appropriate insulation pre-
venting the penetration of heat
to the inner storage area. The
material used to make the in-
ner walls of the cryogenic tanks
needs to be compatible with
the Cryogenic Liquid and thus
is usually stainless steel. ASPA
annually holds this competition
among the nominated compa-
nies of its members to promote
the commercialization of knowl-
edge-based technologies, and
to help in the effort of attract-
ing international partnerships
and finance to these companies.
ISTT hosts 488 knowledge-based
companies which are working
in many fields of industries in-
cluding Energy, Medical, Agri-
culture, Gas & Oil, etc. This year
the 21st conference of the Asian
Science Park Association (ASPA)
was held in Vietnam.
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Isfahan, Russia Art
Universities Ink

Cooperation Pact
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Isfahan’s University of Art and
Russia's Kazan State University
of Culture and Arts on Tuesday
signed a cooperation agreement
for broadening of bilateral ties.
Chancellor of Isfahan University
of Art Mostafa Kiani and Chan-
cellor of Kazan State University
of Culture and Arts in a cere-
mony held on Tuesday in Kazan
signed the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU). According
to the MoU, the two Iranian and
Russian universities will cooper-
ate in the fields of holding train-
ing courses, execution of joint
projects, holding conferences
as well as exchange of acade-
micians. A delegation of Kazan
State University of Culture and
Arts will pay visit to Iran before
the end of current Iranian year
(started March 21, 2017).
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Isfahan has Potential for Multilateral
Tourism Development: Mayor

' desk I

The mayor of Isfahan, Ghodratollah Norouzi, asserted that since Isfahan
has so much potential to transform into a world city, tourism development

needs all organizationss’ assistance.

In a TV talk show, Norouzi consid-
ered turism issues high on the agen-
da of the urban management which
is the future four-year task. “Isfahan
deserves to be the first tourism pole
in Iran and even the whole world,”
he emphasized. “We can improve
religious, industrial, and medical
tourism through relations with our
sister cities, bringing boom and joy
for the people,” the mayor said.
Pointing to the Isfahan 14 sister
cities, Norouzi mentioned that the
people of the engaged parts can eas-
ily travel to one another’s countries
but the multilateral interactions can
facilitate the way.
Also, he called on cooperation be-
tween all urban organizations to
boost relations between Isfahan and
other countries.
Referring to international exhibi-
tions as another way of attracting
tourists, he said that tourism indus-
try will improve in Isfahan only if
the infrastructure level of Isfahan
international exhibitions reaches to

a satisfied level.

“We hope that the cooperation be-
tween City Council and Municipal-
ity bring prosperity for the city,”
Norouzi added.

The mayor considered enhancing
the environment as the key compo-
nent for developing the health tour-
ism and asserted that this kind of
tourism can reach to a high level by
opening of Health Town in Isfahan.
Speaking about Zayandeh-Rood
River, the mayor said that this con-
cern must receive considerable at-
tention because the city of Isfahan is
meaningless without the river and
also it removes all the pollution and
provides drinking water.

“We have to clarify how the munic-
ipal assets are expended or where
they come from”, he added.

“The civil engineering projects must
not sacrifice quality for quantity and
the uncontrollable increasing in the
number of such projects has resulted
in a number of unfinished projects,”
Finally, he warned.

Turkish Investors to Visit Isfahan on Hotel Building Plan

A delegation of Turkish investors
and tour operators will follow up on
the issue of building ten five-star ho-
tels in Isfahan as well as several cities
of Iran during a visit to the country
within the next two months, Iran’s
tourism chief says. “Construction
of 10 hotels across Iran by Turkish
investors was one of the issues we
discussed,” Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism and Handicrafts Organization
Director Ali-Asghar Mounesan told
CHTN on Friday. “Turkish investors
and tour operators are set to visit Iran
in the next two months so that we
can also seize the opportunity to in-
troduce them investment capacities
and opportunities in the country,” he
added. “We can also seize the oppor-
tunity to introduce them investment
capacities and opportunities in the
country,” Mounesan added. Moune-
san held talks with several Turkish
officials during his last week’s trav-
el to Turkey as part of a high-pro-
file delegation, which included first
vice-president Es’haq  Jahangiri,
transport and urban development
minister Abbas Akhoundi, and cen-
tral bank governor Valiollah Seif. In
a meeting with Turkish Minister of
Culture and Tourism Numan Kur-

tulmus, Mounesan urged implemen-
tation of previous agreements signed
between the two neighboring coun-
tries; many of them have not been im-
plemented yet. “We are determined
to increase the arrival rate of Turkish
tourists to the country and we need
to get closer to the balance with the
help of Turkish side,” Mounesan ex-
plained. Last year, a Turkish tourism
ministry official announced that the
country’s investors are allowed to
build at least 10 hotels Iranian cities

of Tehran, Isfahan, Shiraz, Tabriz
and Mashhad under the terms of an
agreement signed during a Turkish
delegation’s visit to Tehran. More-
over, the two countries agreed orga-
nize joint tours for the Asian market
that would include visiting cities in
southeast Turkey and Iran, based
on the agreement. Seeking a balance
between inbound and outbound pas-
sengers, Mounesan said: “Some two
million Iranians are going to Turkey
annually, but only 400 thousand

Turkish tourists set foot in Iran.” The
number of Iranian travelers to Istan-
bul has followed an upward trend in
the recent years, ranking second after
Germans when it comes to the distri-
bution of tourists visiting the Turkish
city by country. Iranians account for
7.5 percent of all tourists arrivals to
Istanbul, and numerically they may
soon surpass that of Germans, who
make up for 9.4 percent of the visi-
tors to the city, Daily Sabah reported
in August.

mProject from Isfahan Nominated for Middle East Architecture Awards

A number of Iranian projects have
been nominated for the Middle East
Architecture Awards, which will be
presented in Dubai on November
22, the organizers announced on
Friday.

In the Residential Project of the Year
category Iranian projects received
three of the seven nominations. The
nominees for this section are Orsi
Khaneh by Keivani Architects and
Woof Shadow by Tachra Design,
both located in Tehran. In addition,
Through Garden House by BAM
Architects Office, a residence de-
signed for a retired man who has

left the chaotic city life in Isfahan
to live in the nearby village of Par-
vaneh, is another Iranian project
given a nod for this category. Hasht-
gerg Official Building by DAAL Ar-
chitecture Studio is the sole Iranian
nominee for the Sustainable Proj-
ect of the Year award. Cheshmeh
Zoorkhaneh by Arash G. Tehrani, a
sports center in Tehran, and Hess-
aby Monument by Peyman Esaghi
& Amin Molazade, which has been
built in memory of Iranian scientist
Sayyed Mahmoud Hessabi in his
homeland of Tafresh, have received
nominations in the Community &

Cultural Project of the Year cate-
gory. Diba Commercial Center by
Arash G. Tehrani and Tosan Tajhiz
Factory by L.E.D. Architects, both
located in Tehran, are competing
for the award for Best Commercial
Project of the Year. Flexible Bridge
by Mohammadreza Kohzadi, Cha-
bahar Free Zone Complex designed
by Hajizadeh & Associates for a
cultural complex in the southern
Iranian free zone of Chabahar, and
Islam History Museum by Mohsen
Hozi won the nominations in the
Concept Design of the Year section.
In the Leisure & Hospitality Project

of the Year, Lavasan Restaurant by
Boozhgan Architecture Studio is
the sole Iranian nomination. Mo-
hammad Khavarian, the founder
of Mohammad Khavarian Design
Studio, has been nominated for the
award for the Young Architect of
the Year. Four Iranian architects
also are competing for the award
for the Architect of the Year. The
architects are Elham Geramizadeh
and Ehsan Hosseini, the founders of
Logical Process Office; Behzad Ata-
baki, the founder of Behzad Atabaki
Studio; and Farshad Mehdizadeh,
the founder of FMZD.
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Golden Planfor Iran
Golden Tourism Triangle

Three- day visit with so many talks,
presents and sightseeing was just the
first step to boost Isfahan tourism indus-
try as well as Yazd and Shiraz. Harald Zu-
lauf, CEO of MC group, traveled directly

m Harald Zulauf (born
Hajati 1960) studied Business,
Politics and International Law in Co-
logne, Washington, London and Par-
is. From 1985 till now, he has workd
as a TV journalist for Politics and
Business, PR consultant for the Min-
ister of Defence, managing director
of media consult Germany and now
he is SEO of the Germany's and Eu-
rope's best PR communication agen-
cy network, presenting in 82 coun-
tries and all five continents as the
world market leader in tourism, in-
vestment and city promotion.

This month Harald Zulauf traveled
to Iran, visit three cities of Isfahan,
Yazd and Tehran and it was just the
first step in new big tourism program
MC group going to propose to Iran.
“I'would introduce both cities as very
cultural, historic and heritage orient-
ed with very friendly people and
very good food” Zulauf said in the
interview with Isfahantimes reporter.
“Isfahan is of course bigger than
Yazd and this is obvious if you tour-
ing through the city, whereas Yazd
is smaller and everyone could reach
cultural heritages. So more or less
you can have everything by foot in

from Germany to Isfahan, on last week,
in order to optimize the potentials and
opportunities of the world creative city
of Isfahan.Then he traveled to Yazd and
Tehran and presented the MC group proj-

Yazd which is interested in the cul-
tural heritages. Isfahan probably is
more well-known abroad and might
offer more opportunities because it
is simply bigger than yazd and more
attractive,” he added.

“Not only lack of information but also
the wrong one in some online por-
tals is a huge problem which needs
to be solved by Iran in order to have
more tourists”, Zulauf explained.
“Most foreigners particularly when
they come from Europe and if they
heard something about Iran, mostly
they were heard something about
politics and this is not always good.
It’s about dispute, problems, etc. and
many Europeans don’t distinguish
between all this Mediterranean coun-
tries so for them Iran is Iraq, Iraq is
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Egypt!” he
pointed out.

“They may hear about all the terror
attacks which happened in other
countries not Iran, but for them, it's
one region and they can’t distinguish
between its different countries be-
cause its far away so the first they
have to learn many countries even in
this region are different and that Iran
is a safe and nice country and they

ects for boosting tourism industry of Isfa-
han and Iran. It was just busy plan so up
in the air, during the flight, between Yazd
to Tehran, we had a chance to interview
with him.

have to look for good information
about the country to prepare them-
selves; for example in some online
portals, it said that men can’t wear
shirts with short apps. It's not true.
So they are lots of prejudice about
Iran; and for region, this means the
online information should be better
so the people can inform themselves
in advanced about what will happen
when they travel to Iran.” Zulauf
explained. “Europeans know little
about Iran and what they know is
only related to politics because the
media is the sole tool for giving infor-
mation and it is mostly political. Of
course, this political information is
ideological and it has nothing about
Iranians and their culture, so it can-
not give a real image of Iran. Also, if,
for example, you ask Germans what
they have heard about Iran, they all
have just heard about Tehran and
probably less than one percent know
anything about Isfahan, less than 0.5
present have heard about Yazd or
Shiraz,” he believes.

How far the reality of Isfahan and
Yazd were from the image that he as
a traveler had? This was a question
we asked and he answered: “I had

no image about Isfahan because
I had no flow like most of the
Germans. I have not heard any-
thing, neither good nor bad. So
I came totally neutral and if you
experience a city, you will leave
it with a positive attitude.”

inform the
tourist about the
advantages and how nice the
region is. They don’t know any-
thing about it. So if you want
more tourists, you have to go
to and inform them; You cannot
expect that they come automati-
cally toyou. Youhavetodosome
marketing abroad,” he
mentioned as one of top three
tourism advices.

“Secondly if they come they
should see relevant info

“You have to
abroad

structure so at the mo-
ment I think you are quite
fully booked except the lower
season but if you would like to
have more tourists you have
to work on your info-structure
including much more hotels, 4
or 5 stars, because culture and
religious  tourists, specially
from Europe and America, are
high educated and have high
income; it means that they
expect minimum 4 if not 5 star
hotels,”

Zulauf said. “Thirdly you
have to give them more op-
portunities than what cultural,
religious and historical tours
do. In this regard, it is better to
look for some entertainment as
far as it allowed with religion
of target country such as re-
lated events, litreture, classical
music, etc.” he mentioned
finally.

m Isfahan among World 35

Nicest Cities

m UNESCO to Add Polo to List

of Iran’s ICH

A high circulation newspaper in En-
gland, Daily Telegraph, released are-
port by which it introduced Isfahan
among 35 beautiful cities you must
see in your lifetime. According to
Daily Telegraph, Isfahan should not
be missed visiting during a lifetime
as it enjoys numerous eye-catching
monuments making it among the
35 most beautiful cities worldwide.
The released newspaper includes
parts of Robert Byron's 1930s trav-
elogue as follows: “Isfahan has be-
come indeliable, has insinuated its
image into that gallery of places
that everybody privately treasures.
One could explore the monuments
for month without coming to the
end of them. The buildings reflect
those local circumstances. Byron's
travelogue has Rome and Athens as
heritages of mankind. Paris, Istan-

bul, Florence, Venice, London, Ox-
ford, and Cambridge are other cities
mentioned as must-see cities in his
travelogue. The released newspa-
per in the report “Tourists flow into
Iran” attached with 18 photos from
Iran’s different cities including Teh-
ran, Shiraz, Yazd, Mashad, Ramsar,
Ardebil, and Tabriz.

The team sport of polo, which is played
on horseback, together with the Iranian
bowed string instrument of Kaman-
cheh are set to be added to the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) In-
tangible Cultural Heritage Lists by the
end of the current year, an official said.
“The pair has already been shortlisted
as Iran’s intangible cultural heritages,
and they will be documented under the
2003 Convention and during the 12th
session of the Intergovernmental Com-
mittee for the Safeguarding of the Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage, which will take
place from December 4 to December 8
in the South Korean capital of Seoul,”
Head of the Registration Department at
Iran Cultural Heritage, Handcraft and
Tourism Organization Farhad Nazari
said. Polo was invented and first played
in Iran (or ancient Persia) thousands of

years ago. The original name of polo is
‘Chogan’ and in Iran the game is still re-
ferred to as ‘Chogan’. The first recorded
game reportedly took place in 600 BC in
ancient Persia. The objective is to score
goals against an opposing team. Play-
ers score by driving a small hard white
ball into the opposing team’s goal using
along-handled wooden mallet.

UNESCO World Heritage list.
A dossier on Ardestan Jameh
Mosque has been submitted
to the United Nations’ cultur-
al agency, ISNA quoted Ard-
estan Governor Alireza Ghay-
our as saying on Sunday. The
ensemble embraces a cistern,
a caravanserai, a marketplace,
a Hussainiya (congregation
hall for Shia Muslims’ com-
memoration ceremonies), a
bathhouse, and a madrasa,
Ghayour explained. “It is the
first two-story yet earliest
four-iwan (portico) mosque
in the Islamic world. The en-
semble was completed in 553
Hijri year,” the official added.
The mudbrick Jameh Mosque
is of high historical impor-
tance as well as incorporating
successive architectural styles
of the Sassanids, Buyids, Sel-
juks and Safavids, Ghayour
said. Located in a city of the
same name in Isfahan Prov-
ince, the hypostyle structure
has a four-portico (iwan)
courtyard which is surround-
ed by encircling arcades.
According to Isfahan Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Department, the
mosque was inscribed on the
national heritage list in 1931.
Filled from corner to corner
with ancient bazaars, muse-
ums, mosques, monuments,
gardens, and natural land-
scapes, Iran hosts some of the
world’s oldest cultural mon-
uments, including 22 UNES-
CO World Heritage sites. Its
varied terrain ranges from
desert locales to ski resorts.
—— .

Ecolodge Camp to
Cater for Visitors
to Maranjab

Desert

A massive ecolodge camp ad-
jacent to Maranjab Desert will
be completed by late Novem-
ber to fuel tourism boom in
the popular destination that
lies in Isfahan province, cen-
tral Iran.

According to Young Jour-

nalists Club (YJC), Isfahan
province ranks first in the
country in terms of its abun-
dant eco-lodges that add up
to over 2,000, ISNA quoted
Mohsen Yarmohammadian, a
senior provincial tourism of-
ficial, as saying on Thursday.
“However, more side-section
plans would be devised in or-
der to expand tourism indus-
try and exploit its untapped
potentials,” the official added.
The government has given
special attention to such hos-
pitality services as a means of
generating jobs and wealth for
the local communities since
the incumbent President Has-
san Rouhani started his first
term in 2013.
Currently, over 500 eco-lodg-
es are dotted across Iran,
showing a sharp increase
since 2013 when the number
stood at 30.

An entry to Maranjab des-
ert can be found some 50 km
north-east Aran-Bidgol or 61
km from Kashan. The desert
and its surroundings embrace
a Safavid-era mudbrick car-
avanserai, a salt lake, an an-
cient aqueduct, rich scenery
as well as a long and enchant-
ing history.
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Iran Tests Grip over
Isfahan’ Nuclear
Facilities

Iran’s Air Force on October 13 staged
military maneuvers recruiting the ser-
vice of all the bases under its command
throughout the country. The drill was
taking place near the central city of Is-
fahan, a region that is home to the coun-
try’s key nuclear facilities. The two-day
war game was codenamed Fada'ian-e
Harim-e Velayat 7 (Death-defying De-
fenders of Velayat's Sanctuary) 7. Brig-
adier General Massoud Rouzkhosh, the
spokesman for the drills, said the war
game aims to improve and update capa-
bilities of the air force, as well as display
Iran’s military power. Dozens of the Air
Force’s strategic Sukho-24, F-4, E-5, F-7,
F-14, MiG-29, and Sa’egheh (Lightning
Bolt) fighter bombers were participating
in the maneuvers, alongside interceptor
and refueling aircraft, as well as manned
and unmanned reconnaissance planes,
Boeing 707 and 747 cargo planes, and
logistical aircraft. Air-to-surface and sur-
face-to-air firing, and highly-destructive
air-to-air munitions, as well as aerial fire
control and surveillance were on agen-
da. The missiles used in the drill were
of the laser-guided, television-guided,
radar-guided, and thermal types.

Photographer Hans Berger Collection
to beExhibited in Isfahan

\I.

B

erman photographer Hans Georg Berger who is displaying “Insight”, his collection of pho-
Gtos on Islamic seminaries in Iran, in an exhibit in Tehran, Speaking at an opening ceremo-
ny for the exhibit at Tehran’s Golestan Palace Museum on Wednesday, he said, “Plans are for
the collection to be exhibited in Isfahan in the near future and it will then travel to Frankfurt for

a show scheduled for January 2018.”

“Ialso wish it could be put on display
in an exhibition in Karbala,” he add-
ed. Berger took the photos 50 years
ago in some Islamic schools in Qom,
Mashhad and Isfahan. He also visited
the seminaries during two trips to the
country in 2000 and 2005.

He called the Shia educational schools
intellectual centers and said, “We and
those in the West know little about
the centers.” “In my trips to Iran, I
tried to learn more about the seminar-
ies, because I believe that we know
little about Iranian elites and they

Po—

also know little about us.” Works by
two Iranian photographers from the
Qajar period, Reza Egbal us-Saltaneh
and Abolgasem ibn Mohammad-Taqi
Nuri, of the Shia holy shrines in Iraq
were also showcased at the exhibition,
which was inaugurated by German
Ambassador Michael Klor-Berchtold.
In a brief speech, Klor-Berchtold said
that the exhibit raises the subject of
mutual respect between Berger and
the people pictured in the photos.

The photos by official court photog-
raphers Egbal us-Saltaneh and Nuri
date back to the 19th century and
early 20th century when they accom-
panied Qajar kings Nasser ad-Din
Shah (1821-1900) and Mozaffar ad-
Din Shah (1853-1907) during their
journeys to the Shia holy shrines in
the Iraqi cities of Najaf, Karbala and
Samarra. The exhibition will run until
November 15 at the palace museum
in downtown Tehran.
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