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S Synagogues in City

-— i re .
- of Turquoise Domes
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v Isfahan is called "Half of the World" not only in terms
v D Bt an 3
] ] of historical monuments but also in terms of the accu-
- Y 1 mulation of different ethnicities and religions that eas-
e g I ily spend time together. by walking in neighbourhoods
4 of Isfahan citu you can witness that Muslims, Jews,

Armenians and the rest live together. You also can see
that along the turquoise domes, the bells of churches
and synagogues have also raised.
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Regional Countries
to Help Isfahan

Reshape Medical
Tourism

Iran has signed agreements with 13 neighboring coun-
tries with the aim of developing and reorganizing its
medical tourism sector to start developing medical
tourism in Isfahan, Mashhad, Shiraz and Rasht as well
as some border cities like Kermanshah, Zabul, and
Zahedan.

.
T

Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque; Cozy and
Symmetrical

The 17th century Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque in Isfahan, central Iran, is
one of the architectural masterpieces
of Iranian architecture. In compari-
son to many...
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F_ Mayor of Isfahan
HERE said that there will
be no particular problems for irri-
gating and preserving the green
space in the future of Isfahan.
According to IMNA, Mehdi Ja-
mali nejad added that Isfahan as
a child-friendly city should be
the venue for welcoming pro-
ceedings in a way that it will be
known as an ecosystem-friendly
city as well.

Pointing to the serious actions
performed in the realms of

reducing air pollution, saving

water, and preserving green
space, he noted that two projects
of sewage refineries in Isfahan’s
town of Sepahan-Shahr and the
wastewater transmission line in
the refinery of Isfahan’s town of
Shahin-Shahr were both exploit-
ed.

“Establishing the refinery in
southern Isfahan and also making
the use of wastewater in northern
Isfahan will partially overcome
the problems of irrigation which
will ease the irrigation and green
space preservation in the whole”,
the mayor said. Holding the 66th
program of “Every Week, A Few
Openings”, Jamali nejad stressed
that six valuable, infrastructural
environmental projects were in-
augurated, and some 250 billion
tomans (about $67.5 million) was
expended on the environmental
projects recently. The mayor fur-
ther emphasized that the munic-
ipality of Isfahan has for the first
time in the country invested in
fulfilling the “wastewater collec-
tion network” in exchange for the
wastewater transfer to the Water
and Sewage Organization.

“To perform this project, lectur-
ers of Isfahan University of Tech-
nology and the Department of
Environment have favored a lot”,
Jamalinejad added.

The mayor informed people
of purchasing new  technical
machinery for the city in the
fields  of
pollution, and noise pollution
which are all planned to be uti-
lized in near future.

Afterwards, he assured that the
municipal delegations are at-

environment,  air

tempting to expand the volume
of green space to lessen the use of
water.

“Citizens should be provided
with pleasant and joyful atmo-
sphere through soft, economi-
cal methods and new technol-
ogies”, Jamalinejad expressed
hopefully.

Regional Countriesto
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Isfahan Reshape Medical Tourism

ran has signed agreements with 13 neighboring countries with the aim of

developing and reorganizing its medical tourism sector to start developing
medical tourism in Isfahan, Mashhad, Shiraz and Rasht as well as some bor-
der cities like Kermanshah, Zabul, and Zahedan.

The state-run Tourism Holding
Company, affiliated with the
Social Security Organization,
is to unveil this week a com-
prehensive plan, which will be
implemented with the partici-
pation of 22 hospitals and over
200 physicians, specialists, and
surgeons.

“We have already signed
agreements with 13 regional
countries including Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Azerbaijan, Turk-
menistan, Bahrain and Oman to
facilitate travels to Iran for peo-
ple who are in need of medical
services,” ISNA quoted Ghol-
amhossein  Ebrahimbay-Sala-
mi, managing director of the
Tourism Holding Company as

saying.

“The scheme will involve
17 hospitals run by the Social
Security Organization and five
privately-owned ones. It will
also hire some 40 renowned
medical doctors as well,” the
official added.

“The hospitals have already
worked in the field of medical
tourism and we are consulting
with a number of others that
are located in major cities of
Tehran, Isfahan, Mashhad, Shi-
raz and Rasht, as well as some
border cities like Kermanshah,
Zabul, and Zahedan,” Ebrahim-
bay-Salami said.

Elsewhere in his Remarks,
the official referred to ‘weak-

nesses’ that has hampered the
health tourism in the country.
So far, the health tourism sector
[in its literal meaning] has suf-
fered from its theoretical weak-
ness and its public discourse,
as sometimes medical tourism
is mistaken for health tourism
or other associated aspects of
tourism that are utilized for cu-
rative and wellness, and reha-
bilitation purposes, the official
pointed out. “In medical tour-
ism, which is a subset of health
tourism, the prescriptions, sur-
gery operations and medical
care are of high priority. While
health tourism utilizes features
such as hot springs, aroma ther-
apeutics and salt caves, and
the medical profession is not
induced,” he clarified. Due to
the lack of such rankings in the
country, the Tourism Holding

Iran has
already
signed
agree-
ments with
13 region-
al coun-
tries for
developing
medical
tourism

Company is set to redefine
medical tourism in the first step
and track the other associated
aspects later, Ebrahimbay-Sa-
lami added. Patients from Iraq,
Azerbaijan, Armenia and the
Persian Gulf littoral states con-
stitute the largest number of
travelers who visit Iran annu-
ally for medical services. The
Ministry of Health registered
some 105,000 inbound patients
over the past Iranian calen-
dar year (March 2016-March
2017), ISNA quoted a tourism
official as saying back in July.
Iran has launched extensive
plans to bolster its tourism
sector. Under its 2025 Tourism
Vision Plan, the country is ex-
pecting to increase the number
of tourism arrivals from 4.8
million in 2014 to 20 million in
2025.

m Tradition Wheat Reaping in Isfahan Province

Reaping wheat in a tradi-
tional way in a village in
Isfahan  province, central
Iran renews memories of the
years
farmershadtocollecttheircrops

not-too-distant when

traditionally, mostly using
sickle.
This picture shows reap-

ing in the village called Soh,
which is about 3000-years
old.

Still in the mnot-too dis-
tant past greatly
cherished wheat or bread
breadbasket of the

Iranians

as the
families.
Even today Iranians eat bread
a lot, ranking among the first
two countries in the world.
Reaping wheat is common
mostly in villages.
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Synagogues In City of
Turquoise Domes

Isfahan is called "Half of the World" not
only in terms of historical monuments
but also in terms of the accumulation of

different ethnicities and religions that

After settling in the city of

Afshari B Tsfahan, Jews found the op-
portunity to build temples which are
known as the "Kaniseh'(synagogue).
These synagogues existed in different pe-
riods of time and now historical examples
are remained from the Qajar period. The
architecture of these synagogues is quite
similar to the Armenian Church with the
difference that the synagogues do not
have any interior ornamentation. The rea-
son is that the Jews do not draw human
images on the wall. From the point of
view of typology, the synagogue build-
ings were Western or Eastern and accord-
ing to ornamentation the architecture
technique of Karbandi is used. In these
synagogues there is no platform for reli-
gious rituals. The architectural style of the
Jewish synagogues in Isfahan is simple,
humble, sustainable and compatible with
the environment. According to Dr. Honar-
far there were 20 synagogues in Isfahan in
1970. Sixteen of them were located in Joy-
bareh district, where most of the Jews
lived from the old days. Two of them were
located in Dardasht, one was in Gulbahar
and the other one was located in Shah Ab-
bas(today known as Felestin) square.
Now the synagogues of the Jews of Isfah-
an are: Mullah Jacob Synagogue, Mullah
Nissan Synagogue, Mola Rabi Synagogue,
the Great Synagogue, the small Syna-
gogue, Gulbahar Synagogue, Jamaati
Synagogue, Katar David Synagogue,
School Synagogue, Shahgoly Synagogues,
Mullah Eliyahu Synagogue, Shamuel
Synagogue, Shukri Synagogue, Khorshidi
Synagogue, Moosheh Synagogue, Yusuf
Shamuel Shamoun Synagogue, Sangbast
Synagogue. Seven synagogues in Isfahan
have been registered in the national mon-
uments list yet. The oldest synagogue in
Isfahan is the "Amoo Shoaya Synagogue"
in the Joybareh District and the closest
synagogue to the Muslim community is
Mullah Nissan Synagogue which is near
Atigh Square. This Synagogue is located
in Pire Palandooz Alley and there are sky-
lights on top of each of its domes. These
skylights provide effective internal light-
ing. The synagogue is simple and un-

easily spend time together. by walking in
neighbourhoods of Isfahan citu you can
witness that Muslims, Jews, Armenians
and the rest live together. You also can see

adorned on the outside and the interior is
decorated with different arrays.

B Mullah Jacob Synagogue

This One hundred years old Synagogue
is located on the Kamal street in Jayabra
District, Next to the tomb of Kamal al-Din
Ismail, an isfahanian poet . In the vicinity
of this synagogue is the Tomb of Kamal
al-Din Isma'il(1172 - 1237), the Isfahanian
famous poet and elegist. In the basement
of this synagogue there are tombs of some
of the elders of the Isfahanian Jewish com-
munity including Mullah Jacob. After
passing through the entrance door, you
enter a hallway. At the end of this hallway
, with a 90 degrees shift, you reach a ves-
tibule. You arrive at the temple by one of
vestibule sides and you arrive at a small
yard by one other sides of vestibule. The
entrance to the temple is in the southern
corner of the eastern side. In the other part
of the vestibule staircase of the women's
section is located. This women section,
like a half-floor, is annexed to the south-
ern side. One of the most significant ele-
ments of this building is a window at the
top of the place of the Torah. This window
is as a result of the religious order declar-
ing the existence necessity of a window
facing Jerusalem. The spatial structure of
these synagogues, like most synagogues
located in Joybareh, consists of a central
dome. The Karbandy of the ceiling of
dome is consisted of 16 Shaghuli and the
ceiling is located on 4 stone pillars. The
shape of columns end is circular, but the
heads of the columns gradually turn from
circular to square. Therefore the pillars
have potted shape.

B Mullah Nissan Synagogue

This synagogue is located in the centre
of Isfahan, in Jobareh District, Ghiyam
square, Ghaaz Bazzar, before the fishmon-
ger market. It has been registered as one
of the Iran's national monument on may
10, 2007. The constructing of this building
finished in 1915 and constructing of altar
finished in 1920. Despite its very simple
outer appearance, this synagogue is one
of the most beautiful synagogues in Isfa-

that along the turquoise domes, the bells
of churches and synagogues have also
raised.

han, . The floor of this synagogue is about
one meter lower than the alley floor level.
The entrance of this synagogue is a vesti-
bule which reaches to the temple and the
yard. Although this synagogue is general-
ly similar to the rest of synagogues, it dif-
fers from other in the cases of roofing and
load bearing. This synagogue has one of
the most beautiful Torah arks (holly ark)
which many ornaments has been used in
its construction. Also there are some colo-
nettes in western side. The Karbandi of
this building is chalky and has rectangular
plan. This synagogue has two large win-
dows on the western side, which are sym-
metrically aligned in both sides of the To-
rah ark. The women section is located in
eastern side of building and it can be said
it somehow is annexes to the rest space of
synagogue. The connection between this
section and the rest of building has been
limited by using lattice brickwork. Like
Mullah Jacob Synagogue, this synagogue
is completely symmetrical and center-ori-
ented and the only factor that determined
the direction is the Torah ark.

B Shokra Synagogue

This synagogue is located in Kamal street,
Joybareh Destrict. The sign on one of
curtain of this synagogue says that this
building was build in 1809(5569 Hebrew).
After passing through the entrance door,
you enter a dark corridor which is three
steps lower than the alley level, so there
is no connection to the outside. The pur-
pose of this characteristic of synagogue is
to cut the human connection to and draw
his attention from outside world; there-
fore it makes them prepare for entrance
to the temple. The entrance to the vestry
is in the corner of the eastern side and is
facing Jerusalem. The temple building
has a simple rectangular cube shape and
its longitudinal axis is along the east-west
axis. The ceiling of this synagogue is made
of wooden framework.

B The Great Synagogue

It is located between the Mahifrooshan
Crossroad and the beginning of the
Maghbareh Dead End. According to yag-

hoob Naharan this synagogue is
about one hundred years old. The
Great Synagogue and Jamaati Syn-
agogue have common entrance and
corridor. After passing this corridor
access to these synagogues is pos-
sible. At first the Great Synagogue
was like a basement but then it has
changed to lts present shape with
other peaple's help. The building of
the Great Synagogue generally con-
sists of a dome. The dome-shaped
roof was placed on four stone col-
umns, and there are four vaults and
four fountains on four sides of this
roof. These columns control the
burden of dome roof. The central
vault and fountain are decorated by
chalky Shaghuli Rasmibandi. The
skylight roof which is located on
the cap of vault has Shaghuli Kar-
bandi. The entrance to building is
in eastern side corner. The Ark is at
the center of building as usual. The
skylight on the top side provideS
the daylight for inside of build-
ing. There is not special section for
women in this synagogue.

B Katar David Synagogue

At present there is some ancient To-
rah, written about 500 years ago on
skin of Halal meat animals, in the
Katar David Synagogue. Accord-
ing to Jews tradition different parts
of these Torahs are read during the
year, thus at the end of year, the To-
rah is read throughly. Katar David
Synagogue is located at the corner
of the Amadegah St. and the Feles-
tin crossroad.

B Asiyaban (Miller) Synagogue
This synagogue dates back to late
Qajar period. It is located in Shahid
Totooni Alley, Kamal St, Joybareh
district. This synagogue was regis-
tered with the number 19075 as one
of Iran national heritage sites on
May 10, 2007.

B Moosheh Hayaa Synagogue
The history of this synagogue dates
back to Safavid-Gajar period. It is
located in Mahiforooshan, before
Kamal St., Joybareh District. This
synagogue was registered with the
number 19071 as one of Iran nation-
al heritage sites on May 10, 2007.

B Haaj Elyahoo Synagogue

The history of this synagogue dates
back to Qajar period and is locat-
ed in Alyahoo Dead End, Shahid
Kazem KhanAli Alley, Joybareh
District. This synagogue was regis-
tered with the number 19040 as one
of Iran national heritage sites on
May 10, 2007.

B Yusuf Shamuel Shamoun Syn-
agogue

This synagogue dates back to Qajar
period and is located in Mahifo-
rooshan, before Kamal St., Joybareh
District. This synagogue was regis-
tered with the number 19065 as one
of Iran national heritage sites on
May 10, 2007.

B Gulbahar Synagogue

This synagogue dates back to
Pahlavi period and is located
near Agha Saray, in Gulbahar
St., after Emamzadeh Haroonieh,
Haroonieh St, Giam Square.
This synagogue was registered
with the number 19070 as one
of Iran national heritage sites on
May 10, 2007.

By introducing you to these syn-
agogues, we not only make you
aware of historical treasures in
Isfahan, but also get you to know
about the comfort and convenience
of this religious minority in Isfahan.
Isfahan is "Half of the World" and
is a dream place for tourists of all
divine religions, both from inside
and outside.

Isfahan
Ziba

Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque, Cozy and
Symmetrical

The 17th century Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque in Isfah-
an, central Iran, is one of the

architectural masterpieces of
Iranian architecture. In com-
parison to many mosques
scattered across the country,
it appears to be relatively un-
usual, having neither a min-
aret nor a courtyard proba-
bly because the mosque was
never intended for public
use, but rather served as
a worship place for wom-
en. The Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque punctuates the mid-
dle of two-story arcades that
are encircling the enormous
Emam Square, itself a UNE-
SCO World Heritage site. In-
side the sanctuary, there are
thousands of mosaics that
adorn the walls and its ex-
traordinarily gorgeous ceil-
ing that features a series of
shrinking, yellow motifs, it-
self a masterpiece of design.
Photography is allowed but
using a flash is not. Built be-
tween 1603 and 1619 during
the reign of Shah Abbas I,
the mosque was dedicated
to the ruler’s father-in-law,
Sheikh Lotfollah, a revered
Lebanese scholar of Islam
who was invited to Isfahan
to oversee the king’s mosque
(now the Emam Mosque).
The mosque is also very fa-
mous for having a very pic-
turesque dome that makes
extensive use of delicate yet
very intercalate cream-col-
ored tiles, changing color
throughout the day from
cream to pink. Some say the
sunset is usually the best
time to witness the change.
The exterior panel boasts
collections of arabesques
and floral designs that have
become a signature motif of
the masterpiece. The portal
itself contains some stalac-
tite-type stone carving used
to decorate doorways and
window recesses with rich
concentrations of blue and
yellow motifs. Also known
as Naghsh-e Jahan (“Image
of the World”), the Emam
Square is a public urban
square in the center of Isfah-
an, a city located on the main
north-south and east-west
routes crossing central Iran.
The square is anchored on
each side by four magnificent
buildings: to the east, the
Sheikh Lotfallah Mosque; to
the west, the pavilion of Ali
Qapu; to the north, the porti-
co of Qeyssariyeh; and to the
south, the celebrated Emam
Mosque. According to UNE-
SCO, the Emam Square was
at the heart of the Safavid
capital’s culture, economy,
religion, social power, gov-
ernment, and politics. Its
vast sandy esplanade was
used for celebrations, prom-
enades, and public execu-
tions, for playing polo and
for assembling troops.
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Iranians Mourn for Isfahanian Martyr

sfahan- Daesh terrorist group executed an

Iranian defender of a holy shrine on the
Iraq-Syria border after two days of hostage.
Mohsen Hojaji, 25 years old who born in Najaf
Abbad, Isfahan, was a member of the Iranian
advisory support team in Syria.

He was reportedly taken hostage by the
Takfiri group near the Iraqi border on
August 9, and beheaded two days later.
In this regard, all Iranian officials made
condolence to his family and also Irani-
an people. In addition, the general, who
commands the Quds Force of Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
said the “horrific, inhumane crime” came
in the wake of successive blows dealt on
several fronts to Takfiri-Wahhabi terror
groups, which are tied to global arro-
gance. “The atrocity does not fall within
any Islamic, or even humanitarian, prin-
ciple or law,” the statement said.

Such acts, the general said, would fur-
ther strengthen the Iranian servicemen'’s
resolve in pursuit of their cause “to purge
every inch of the Muslim territories of
their (the terrorists’) evil presence.” Ira-
nian servicemen “will avenge this bes-
tial act with a firm decision, namely [to
realize] the very eradication of the evil
growth of Wahhabism and terrorism
from the face of the Muslim world.”
Also, the commander of Iran's Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) de-
scribed Daesh terrorist forces as front-
line soldiers of the Zionist regime.

IRGC commander calls Daesh front-line

soldiers of Zionist regimeTEHRAN, Young
Journalists Club (YJC) - Major General Mo-
hammad Ali-Jafari said, “Enemies regard
the Islamic Iran as the focal point of the
Muslim movement and have targeted rev-
olutionary forces, soldiers and the Armed
Forces,” speaking at a commemoration cer-
emony held in the central city of Najafabad
for Mohsen Hojaji, an IRGC member recently
killed by the Daesh Takfiri terrorists in Syr-

ia. He then said the global arrogance has
formed the Takfiri group to counter the Is-
lamic Revolution. Hojaji, who was a member
of the Iranian advisory support team in Syria,
was reportedly taken hostage by the Takfiri
group near the Iragi border on Monday and
beheaded two days later.

Jafari further stressed resolution of the Irani-
an nation and Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei as well

as the defense prowess of Iranian Armed
Forces as the most important parts of the
country’s power. After the implementation
of the landmark nuclear agreement, known
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), signed between Iran and the P5+1
group of countries in 2015, enemies sought to
undermine the Armed Forces” military pow-
er, the IRGC chief added. In a statement on
Thursday, General Qassem Soleimani, who

commands the IRGC Quds Force, said
Iranian forces would not rest until they
have taken out every last terrorist from
the face of the Muslim world. He added
that the “horrific, inhumane crime” came
in the wake of successive blows dealt on
several fronts to Takfiri-Wahhabi terror
groups, which are tied to global arro-
gance.

“The atrocity does not fall within any
Islamic, or even humanitarian, principle
or law,” the statement said. At Iraq and
Syria’s request, the Islamic Republic has
been providing the advisory assistance to
the respective countries’ armies in their
fight against Takfiri terrorists.
Wahhabism is the radical ideology in-
forming the acts of terrorism perpetrated
by Daesh and its fellow Takfiri outfits.
At Iraq and Syria’s request, the Islamic
Republic has been providing the adviso-
ry assistance to the respective countries’
armies in their fight against Takfiri ter-
rorists.

On June 7, Daesh gunmen mounted
assaults on Iran’s Parliament and the
Mausoleum of late Founder of the Is-
lamic Republic Imam Khomeini, leav-
ing 18 people dead and over 50 others
wounded. The IRGC responded with a
missile strike, which pummeled Daesh
positions in Syria’s eastern Dayr al-Zawr
Province, killing more than 170 Takfiri
elements and inflicting heavy damage
to their weaponry and communication
systems.

A ceremony was the central city of Najafabad to honor Mohsen Ho-

jaji, a member of an Iranian advisory support team who was behead-

ed by Daesh terrorists in Syria. Iranian civil and military officials and

large crowds of common people attended the cereemony.
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