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6,000 French
Tourists Visit Kashan

An information technology expert on Saturday said
that citizens of 68 countries, including France, have
chosen to visit Kashan on April 4-June 5.

‘France, Germany, Italy and the Netherlands are re-
spectively visitors of historical sites in Kashan, Alireza
Abdollah-Zadeh, official in charge of data analysis in
Kashan said. A sum of 6,000 tourists from France,
accounting for 37 percent of the total number of in-
coming tourists, visited Kashan in the said period....

Iran sets sights on
6.5m foreign tourist
arrivals

Iran aims to draw some 6.5 million foreign travelers
by the end of the current calendar year 1396 (March
20, 2018), though the country’s tourism infrastructure
and public services are in need to be improved, a se-
nior tourism official said on Monday. In 1395, some 5.5
million travelers visited Iran, fetching about $8 billion
for the country, IRNA reported. “With proper plan-
ning and development of infrastructure, it is possible
to meet our goals,” said Morteza Rahmani Movahhed,
the deputy for tourism...

|
T

My City on
a Car-free Diet

Bicycles have been around for al-
most two hundred years, and they
have evolved during history. There
are fairy varied stories about the in-
vention of bicycle...

Coming

Soon...
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News

FH «Isfahan  governor
desk general announced
that this April, the record of the
number of foreign tourists trav-
eled to Isfahan during the past 40
years was broken, and 85,000 for-
eign tourists came to Isfahan this
month.

«During the last year, on average,
every 10 days, one of the states-
men traveled to Isfahan to open
the projects but in the past three
days, Isfahan hosted govern-
ment officials such as the Minis-

ter of Power every day,» Rasoul

7 &

Zargarpour said. «Despite the
fact that Isfahan province is con-
sidered as a rich province, the
eleventh government has made
many achievements in this prov-
ince over the past three and a half
years,» he added.

«12,700 projects with a credit
worth of over 105 trillion rials
have been put into operation in
Isfahan province, over the past
three and a half years. Nearly 55%
of it is by private sector budge,
20% of it belongs to the munici-
pality and another 20 percent is
by government investment,» he
stressed.

Isfahan governor general said
that 12,500 beds were the capacity
of hotels in Isfahan in 2013, which
has increased to 20 thousand
beds. «127 ecotourism locations
have been founded by eleventh
government and, the number of
seats in the cinema has increased
2.5 times during this time; also,
the number of cinema halls in Is-
fahan province has increased sev-
enfold. This statics are twice the
national statistics,» he continued.
«We only had 75 healthy days in
2013 but last year, we had healthy
air for 280 days; this means that in
2 year this rate has tripled. Also
the plan is changing the healthy
air to clean air,» he stated. Zarg-
arpour said that there are two
universities of Medical Sciences
in Isfahan province; there were
about 6,000 hospital beds in Isfa-
han province From the beginning
of the Islamic Revolution to 2013,
but a thousand and 200 beds
have been added to this capacity
since 2013, and a thousand billion
dollars were spent in the prov-
ince to implement the health plan
during this time. «Also, 200,000
square meters of hospital areas
have been rebuilt. Some peo-
ple claim that these statistics are
only on paper! Can the hospital
beds be raised on paper alone?»
he added. «Despite the efforts of
the eleventh government, there
are still some problems; By im-
plementing the health promotion
plan, rural expenditures have
reached less than 3% and urban
expenditures have reached less
than 6%.,» Isfahan governor gen-
eral said.
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|sfahan to Host 30th
Int’l Children Film
Festival

he 30th International Children>s Film Festival is scheduled to be held

from 30June to 6 July in Isfahan. The poster of this festival were unveiled
with the presence of the festival>s secretary, cultural and artistic authorities of
the country and the province of Isfahan, the prominent figures of Iranian cin-
ema and a group of families and children of the shrine defenders in Isfahan.

m This  ceremony,
desk which was held in
Central Library of Isfahan Mu-
nicipality, was attended by Ali-
reza Rezadad(Secretary of the
thirtieth International Chil-
dren>s Film Festival), Dr. Mehdi
Jamalinejad(Mayor of Isfahan),
Ali Ghasemzadeh, Vice Presi-
dent for Cultural and Social Af-
fairs Department of Isfahan
Municipality, Habib Ilbeygi,
General manager for Monitor-
ing and Evaluation of the Cine-
matic Organization, a group of
Isfahan cultural and artistic di-
rectors and famous figures of
Iranian cinema such as Marzieh
Boroumand, Hengameh Gha-
ziani, Kourosh Tahami,
Fereshteh Taaerpour, Feryal Be-
hzad, Setareh Eskandari, Mar-
zieh Mahboob and Hooman
Barghnavard, heads of the Fes-
tival Headquarters, media-re-
lated individuals and a group
of enthusiasts. «This year, the
animation section will be held
independently and competi-
tively in 30th festival. Another
distinction of this year from the
previous ones is the separation
of the children part from teen-

agers’ part which will happen
for the first time,» said Alireza
Rezadad, the Secretary of the
thirtieth  international  chil-
drens film festival, at the open-
ing ceremony of the poster.
«The ceremony was supposed
to be held earlier but, interfer-
ence with the holding of elec-
tions prevented it. We are now
entering a new stage of effort
and give thanks to all the peo-
ple involved in this festival,» he
declared.

«Due to a one-year hiatus
in the festival, all the attention
now is to the festival which we
hope we can do it rightfully.»
he added. «We celebrate the
presence of the children of the
shrine martyrs in the ceremo-
ny and we are glad that our
ceremony is blessed with the
presence of these loved ones,»
the Secretary of the 30th inter-
national children>s film festival
added.

“It is the first time that the
festival is going to be held in
summer. Our main focus is to
encourage children and their
parents to attend. To fulfill this
goal, we established a club for

audience so as to get them in-
formed about the details of the
event. 12,000 Isfahani people
have enrolled in the club until
now. We predict an increase to
15,000 by the beginning of the
festival. By the means of this
amount of members, we can
make all Isfahani people famil-
iar with the festival.»

He noted that the most of
the actions have been taken
to host the festival. «Selection
boards are in the final stages
of selecting works to enter the
festival, foreign films section is
closed and more than half of the
guests are invited,» he said.

«Today we are welcoming
the festival by unveiling the fes-
tival poster and the information
about the festival held in Isfa-
han will be made available in
the next three days,» Rezadad
declared.

«Festival information club
is formed in order that anyone
interested in participating in
the childrer»s festival by regis-
tering in this club can be aware
about the festival programs. So
we can enjoy a thriving festival
regarding to the welcoming
of the audience and the satis-
faction of the participants,» he
stated. He acknowledged that
over the past few years, there

This year,
the anima-
tion sec-
tion will be
held inde-
pendently
and com-
petitively
in 30th
festival

has been a lot of attention to
animation. «This year, the an-
imation section will be held in-
dependently and competitive-
ly in 30th festival and we hope
this event be starting of a new
progress in animation produc-
tions,» he added.

“Farabi Cinema Founda-
tion knows how important a
festival is to improve the con-
ditions of children’s cinema.
Therefore, children’s movies
need to get more support. Our
main responsibility as the fes-
tival organizers is to introduce
qualified materials for the au-
dience,” Rezadad pointed out.

Marzieh Boroumand point-
ed out that the festival host
has been present at the festival
for decades as a jury>s mem-
ber and today he is the host of
the program. «About 30 years
ago, I was at the festival as one
member of jury and today, it
makes us proud that the judg-
es of the teenage and child-
hood festival in the last peri-
ods have reached a good place
and it makes me happy,» she
said. This Iranian movie direc-
tor expressed that she is glad
that this period of the festival
is being held in Isfahan which
is actually half of the world.
«Some people who have white
hair tell me that we remember
your works and actually they
are telling the truth, because
I will be 66 years old in a few
days and Dbm glad everyone
has memories of my works and
I am pleased that the festival of
films for young adults in Isfa-
han begins officially today,»
she added. Boroumand states
that it does not matter who is
responsible, rather they must
act as they are participating
in a relief racing. «People go
and give way to a fresh team
and today, we all take part in
a relief racing and we need to
promote the culture. I hope all
efforts be made to survive the
culture and I thank all people
and cultural officials in Isfahan
and I look forward to a suc-
cessful and pleasant festival be
held,» she said.

At the end of speech,
Boroumand said with a kiss
on the Quran which was on
the platform: «I kiss the Book
of Quran proudly and I hope
we can hold a passionate and
successful festival in the beau-
tiful city of Isfahan.» Also Ali
Ghasemzadeh, Vice Presi-
dent for Cultural and Social
Affairs Department of Isfah-
an Municipality, said in the
ceremony of unveiling of the
poster that over the past few
years, the festival of children
and Zayandehrood river have
always bothered those lovers
and involved in culture of Is-
fahan and we always wish the
Zayandehrood River and the
children>s festival in Isfahan
durability.

«The International Film
Festival for Kids is the source
of evolution and dynamism
and we hope this festival is
permanent in Isfahan,» he add-
ed. Vice President for Cultural
and Social Affairs Department
of Isfahan Municipality de-
clared that a five-year contract
has been signed and he hoped
that the festival be undying in
Isfahan. «We must see culture
and art separate from politics
and we are interested that this
years festival will be held dif-
ferently and with creativity
and new events,» he added.
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My City on
a Car-free Diet

'Bicycles have been around for almost two hundred years, and they have
evolved during history. There are fairy varied stories about the invention
of bicycle and when you search who invented the bicycle you would encoun-

ter completely different stories.

'IEEH However some pic-
Afshari B tures of its very basic
form have been seen on the walls of
caves on countries like Egypt, Chi-
na and India, belonging to about
2500 BC. But todays there are differ-
ent kind of bicycles for different
purposes and the most famous of
them are road bikes, cross bikes
and mountain bikes. It is said that
British embassy staff brought bicy-
cle to Iran for the first time, and the
first cycling club was founded in
1945 and the Cycling Federation
was established the following year.
Although the main purposes
of hundreds of millions cyclists
around the world are having fun,
boosting health, physical and men-
tal freshness or transportation, cy-
cling is one of the popular and fa-
vourite sports for people of all ages
in all countries .The sport of cycling
has developed in many directions
and nowadays there are several dif-

ferent cycling-related sports which
are held in endurance or sprint dis-
ciplines, such as road racing, track
racing, mountain bike and BMX.

Beside their advantages, technol-
ogy and machinery development
have caused inactive and sedentary
lifestyle which has dangerous con-
sequences for muscles of human
body. But fortunately the need for
a healthier life has been felt and the
number of people who have turned
to sports is growing day to day. Cy-
cling is one of the sports that is an
easy way to get more active and it
can be a safe and enjoyable experi-
ence and more important it can be
a good alternative for continuous
use of the car. Meanwhile bicycle
use will help to reduce air pollution
and greenhouse emissions and im-
prove public health due to reduc-
tion of fuel consumption. Cycling
is suitable for everyone and all age
range people. Some of the best ben-

efits that cycling can bring to your
body are increasing the body's ox-
ygen consumption, strengthening
legs muscles, strengthening the
body's ability to prevent the pro-
duction of lactic acid and reducing
the percentage of body fat. Stronger
neural connections , better mood,
more accurate memory, better
heart health, lower risk of diabetes
and cancers are other benefits of cy-
cling. Moreover the health benefits
of moving from cars to bikes heavi-
ly outweigh the costs of injury from
road crashes.

It seems that the bike - this classic
vehicle - is more popular in mod-
ern developed countries compared
to not fully developed countries
like Iran. However Isfahan was
known as Cyclists City in the past
and the use of this vehicle was
more common in contrast to other
cities. In the late '40s, '50s and '60s
the number of bikes was so great
that created problems for city man-
agers. According to statistics done
in 1948, about 12 thousand bikes
existed in the town which has

Municipal-
ity tries
increase
cycling in
the city by
enhancing
road safety
for cyclist
and cul-
ture-build-
ing practic-
es in this
field

approximately 200  thousand
population and about 20 thousand
people had cycling certificate.
This number even reached sever-
al hundred thousand in1962. The
use of bicycles has become less ac-
ceptable than before and bicycling
accounted for only 3 percent of all
commuter trips while bicycles are
used for more than 40 percent of
trips in some cities of Europe.

The increase in using car over

bikes has led officials of Isfahan
to encourage people, in different
ways, to use bicycles. To reduce
traffic and environmental prob-
lems urban management tries to
encourage people to public trans-
port and smok-free and clean
vehicles including bicycles. In
this regard free bike stations are
established in the city by Munici-
pality, so people can benefit from
this inexpensive and clean vehicle
for short urban trips. Municipality
tries increase cycling in the city by
enhancing road safety for cyclist
and culture-building practices
in this field. In December 2015,
a clear-headed young man from
Arak, named Mohammad Bakh-
tiari founded "Car-Free Tuesdays"
Campaign to help stop pollution
of his city. This campaign en-
courages people to give up their
private cars for a day and use rail-
ways, public transport, walking
and cycling alternatively. The goal
of the movement is to promote im-
provement of mass transit, cycling
and walking. In support of car-
free Tuesday campaign, Isfahan is
superior to all provinces and has
the best performance in the event.
Municipality of Isfahan invited the
initiator of the project to examine
the ways of promoting this cam-
paign in their town, and Isfahan
Traffic campaign was launched in
May 2016. The campaign priorities
are respecting Pedestrian rights,
encouraging citizens to walk and
creating the culture for the use of
bicycles and public transportation.
The first activity of this public
campaign is Car-Free Tuesdays
and this project has been conduct-
ed since August 2016.
Isfahan ~ Municipality ~ closes
Chaharbagh street every Tuesday
and only bikes and pedestrians are
allowed to pass. Also about 100
km bike lanes have been created
in Isfahan now. Isfahan is becom-
ing Iran’s most bike-friendly city
again and it seems it has started
its car-free diet. However cycling
must not only be a normal part of
daily life but a core identity for the
city. The only question that should
be asked now is: “when do you
start cycling again?"

m Caravanserais, Ancient Roadside Inns

Along the major roads that connect
Iranian cities one can see many
abandoned caravanserais, ancient
roadside inns that brought comfort
to travelers and their livestock on
trade routes, including those on the
legendary Silk Road. For the time
being, caravanserais have largely
lost their old usage and popularity
as places to stay on the road and are
considered more for their histori-
cal and architectural aspects rather
than for any practical purposes.
Under initiative plans by Iran tour-
ism body, many of such caravanse-
rais have been ceded to the private
sector for better maintenance. Some
have been exclusively renovated
and tuned into impressive bou-
tique hotels and tourist lodgings.
Caravansary is a compound word
combining “caravan” with “sara”.

The first stand for a group of trav-
elers and sara means the building.
Caravanserais often had massive
portals with elevated surrounding
walls. Architectural styles of cara-
vanserai reflect local styles and the
construction materials available in
each geographical locality. Guest
rooms were constructed around the
courtyard and the stables were lo-
cated behind them with their doors
in the corners of the yard. The earli-
est caravanserais in the county were
built in Achaemenid era (circa 550
-330 BC). Such roadside inns was
thriving upon the development of
road systems and the increase in
the number of travelers and mer-
chants. Shah Abbas I (1571-1629) is
credited with building a network
of caravanserais across Iran during
the much later Safavid dynasty.

6,000 French
Tourists Visit
Kashan

An information technolo-
gy expert on Saturday said
that citizens of 68 countries,
including France, have cho-
sen to visit Kashan on April
4-June 5.

'France, Germany, Italy and
the Netherlands are respec-
tively visitors of historical
sites in Kashan,' Alireza
Abdollah-Zadeh, official in
charge of data analysis in
Kashan said. A sum of 6,000
tourists from France, account-
ing for 37 percent of the total
number of incoming tourists,
visited Kashan in the said pe-
riod.

Tourists from Spain, China,
Hong Kong, Belgium, Swit-
zerland, Britain and Thailand
are in the next row. Secretary
for electronic tourism com-
mittee of Kashan city said
that foreign tourist number
has increased 62 percent in
comparison with the same pe-
riod of last year. He said that
16,321 foreign tourists have
entered Kashan in this period
of time while the figure was
10,314 last year. More than
1700 historical sites have been
recognized in Kashan, 213 of
which have been registered
as national works. Historical
garden of Finn was registered
as international heritage by
UNESCO in 2011.

Ardestan Jame'
Mosque,

a Well-preserved
Ancient Edifice

The Congregational Mosque
of Ardestan in central Iran
is one of the most beau-
tiful and  well-preserved
Iranian mosques in which
vestiges of four historical
epochs are apparent. The
earliest is a Sassanid fire tem-
ple, remodeled to meet the
needs of a Muslim religious
building.  This  primeval
mosque, which consisted of
a single domed sanctuary,
was built in the 10th centu-
ry CE, according to Tasnim
News Agency. The mosque
is of great historical impor-
tance since it incorporates
successive architectural styles
of the Sassanids, Buyids, Sel-
juks and Safavids. However,
a majority of what visitors to
the mosque see dates back to
the Seljuk era. Located in a
city by the same name in Is-
fahan Province, the two-sto-
rey hypostyle mosque has a
four-portico (iwan) courtyard
surrounded by encircling ar-
cades.

The mosque is part of a larger
premise that also includes oth-
er mud brick structures such
as a cistern, a caravanserai, a
marketplace, a bathhouse and
a theology school. According
to Isfahan Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts
Department, the mosque
was inscribed on the national
heritage list in 1931.
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SN Kashan University

News

Ranked as Top
Ones in Attracting
Foreign Students

Head of the University of Kashan
said that the university, by attract-
ing 500 foreign students, is ranked
among the top five universities of
the country in attracting foreign
students and the plan is to increase this
numbertoonethousandstudents."Atthe
presence of the Minister of Science at
the university, 10 training plans will be
inaugurated." head of the Universi-
ty of Kashan said. "By creating this
center, we try to introduce the true face
of Islam with the content of Quranic and
religious stories in computer games and
animations, especially for non-Mus-
lims," he added. "The establishment
of the ICTP Center and the National
Observatory Institute are among the
plans of Kashan University which is go-
ing to be a place for exchanging scientific
information of scholars and astrono-
mers around the world," the head of
the University of Kashan continued.
"Introduction of the Central Laboratory
of Kashan University as the first rank of
laboratories in the country, upgrading
of Kashan University to level two, locat-
ing of this university among the 10 top
universities in the country are among
scientific honors of Kashan University
in Government of Prudence and Hope,"
Zeraat said. He pointed out that the
Secretariat to Determine the Instances of
the Slogan of the year is established at
the University of Kashan.

; ey

Iran Sets Sights on 6.5m Foreign
Tourist Arrivals

Iran aims to draw some 6.5 million foreign travelers by the end of the current calendar
year 1396 (March 20, 2018), though the country’s tourism infrastructure and public

services are in need to be improved, a senior tourism official said on Monday.

In 1395, some 5.5 million travelers
visited Iran, fetching about $8 bil-
lion for the country, IRNA report-
ed. “With proper planning and
development of infrastructure, it
is possible to meet our goals,” said
Morteza Rahmani Movahhed, the

deputy for tourism at the Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization. “However, it takes
time to clean up international im-
age of the county that for years has
been tarnished by some Western
outlets, the official added. Follow-

ing alandmark nuclear deal Tehran
and world powers clinched in 2015,
Iran is repeatedly named as a hot
travel destination by a circle of in-
ternational media outlets in terms
of its rich history, picturesque scen-
eries, traditions, cuisine and hospi-
table people. Iran's brilliant goal is

to lure 20 million foreign travelers
annually by 2025. However, with
only eight years to go, according to

There is a
plan to in-
crease the
number of
higher-end
hotels

some experts, the target seems
to be somewhat unachievable.
At the moment Europeans trav-
elers from countries including
France, Italy and Germany, who
account for the majority of West-
ern tourists, can now get visas
on arrival in Tehran, and at the
main sites they mingle with
sightseers from China, Japan
and elsewhere. The government
has also announced plans to cre-
ate sufficient accommodation
and transportation for the grow-
ing number of tourists. There is
a plan to increase the number of
higher-end hotels from 130 to
more than 1,000 in 10 years.

m Isfahan, Iran Cities Mark Quds Day with Rallies

Thousands of people took to the streets across Isfahan and other Iran
cities Friday to show their solidarity with the Palestinians and condemn
Israel’s decades-long occupation and atrocities. The rallies are held to
mark Quds Day, which falls on the last Friday of the Muslim fasting
month of Ramadan, presstv.com wrote. In Isfahan and other cities and
towns, people from all walk of life gathering for the annual event which

of Quds Day.

usually marks chanting slogans against Israel and burning its flags. The
occasion is a legacy of the late founder of the Islamic Republic Imam
Khomeini, followed by Muslims in other countries to support the Pal-
estinian struggle against Israel. On Wednesday, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei emphasized the importance
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