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Iran Weight
Lifter Ranks
3rd at IWF

Ranking

Isfahan Issuing

-VIsas for
Nationals of

180 Countries

The head of the ministry of foreign affairs’” bureau in Isfahan announce that the e- visa is issued for
nationals of 180 countries in Isfahan international airport. Of course, it is necessary for our traveler’
agencies to be fully aware of this matter and to promote it both internally and externally. This issue is
primarily important for boosting tourism. We have also recently issued an electronic visa, in which a
passport is placed on the device within 30 seconds and a visa may be issued in less than one minute. The
agencies must be able to advertise the capacities and attractions of Isfahan in internet and virtual spaces.
Of course, Isfahan hasaglobal reputation, butwe should be able to make Isfahantours asattractive asitis
possible. Also, there should at least be one flight to one of the cities that foreigners travel alot, in Isfahan
daily internal flight connection every day. The head of the ministry of foreign affairs’ bureau in Isfa-
han said that fortunately, we have discussed the golden triangle that the Chamber of Commerce of
Tourism Commission has raised with Shiraz and Yazd so that these three cities can cover each other.
according to him, this bureau has presented its plans and suggestions, but all of these need funding
and facilities. Isfahan needs its own dedicated airline. Due to the fact that the new governor general of
Isfahan was responsible for tourism in Tehran and is interested in pursuing such issues, this
discussionisalsoontheagenda. However, thecurrentairportisnotworthy of Isfahan. Theentranceandthe
routes leading to the airport are very important, which unfortunately are not eye-catching and tasteful in
Isfahan’s case. these routes really need to be fundamentally reformed and must be repaired and

redecorated.

f Tourism Supplemantary of IsfahanTimes released

X[ lore

explores
4 Tourlsm Supplemantary
o IsfahanTimes

n Malek street of Isfahan, Sartipi house
liﬁ located. The complex expands on
three fronts; the two north and south frons
are on higher ground than the third. The
most important part of the house is the
Northemn Front Hall, which is-connected
to the other two sides of the house with
its semi-cross shape corridors. The walls
of this hall mre decorated with plenty of
paintings on the plaster. In addition, there
are two rows of wood work mounted on
the walls The ceiling contains overlaid
paintings thiat have been mfluenced by
Europemn paintings. On the western front,
there are (wo rooms opén o the courtyard
with a small dodr. The comidor through
f which you enter the courtyard is in the
middle of the west side. The Sartipi house

facades are plam with plain gray plaster,

and only m the northern front you can see
some plaster decorations. The northern
and eastern parts of this house have some
carvings. Sartipi house is another example
of the old houses of Isfahan, which
has been restored due to its artistic and
architectural features. This house can be
'] interesting for Iranian and foreign tourists.
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World famous sculpture Tony Cragg’s exhibition- Roots and Stone- is helding in historical building of

Ali Qapu Regains
Former Glory after

Extensive Restoration

A long-lasting rehabilitating proj-
ect on Ali Qapu Palace entered
its final stage as scaffoldings
were removed from the facade of
16th-century monument in Isfah-
an, central Iran...

Page 2

2nd Underground City
Discovered in Isfahan

The second hand-dug underground
shelter under Iran’s urban texture
has been discovered in the course
of archeological explorations in
the north of Isfahan Province,
IRNA reported. The Public Re-
lations Office of the Research
Institute of Cultural Heritage and
Tourism (RICHT) quoted Zahra
Sarookhani...

Page 4

Isfahan to Expand
Ties with
Saint Petersburg

Governor General of Isfahan Prov-
ince Mohsen Mehralizadeh said
his province will pursue stronger
and clearer ties with other coun-
tries and its sister cities. Mehral-
izadeh said in a meeting with Rus-
sian Ambassador to Tehran Levan
Dzhagaryan that Isfahan has...

Isfahan contemporary art museum and will be run for 2 months from February 4 to April 13, 2018  page 3 ae? -
1 explores
Tourism Supplemantary
o IsfahanTimes

h Avenue, the Hijian Alley, there is a beautifal house which its histary of i ek bag
The builder of this private building, called Haj Rassouli, bas been a r@m::mmmmvlz
4 central courtyard. Al the comers which connects ihe four sides of this rectangulir building . there e fur
/. e decorated with Moghamas, wood carvings. phsier work. gilding and sypsim paining, Unformunaely,
- 1se and its decorations have suffered a lot. The interior section of the house 1 seporated from the buiking
 Aependent home. The second floor consists-of three door rooms and (o ober. fooms. The hall are
d westem fronts, and with a-height of two floors, they have high and wide windows that open to the
W iy sommpletely destroyed. In the southwest comer. the entrince of the home al its gate head is
ians of colored plaster in the yand have been scparated from the wall aver time, These parts have been
1985 operations and prevented from Tilling. Ablough the time has passed and propesty owners hive
i building. this old house is 5fill one of the mast beaifisl examples of Inte Zindich architeeture,




nside News

Tallinn University Readiness
to Cooperate with Isfahan University

Officials from Tallinn University in Estonia expressed readiness for cooperation
with Isfahan University during a meeting with them, IRNA reported on January
10. Tallinn University as the third largest university of Estonia has around 10,000
students in educational sciences, humanities and social sciences, art and basic
sciences. Tallinn University delegation included head of Asian Studies, head of
Iranology desk and vice-chancellor of the University for Research Affairs. They
pointed to the setting up of Persian Language Chair in Tallin University, and
voiced Isfahan University’s support for development of Persian language as a
second language in Tallinn University and also support for Iranology depart-
ment. Director for international scientific cooperation bureau of Isfahan Univer-
sity Komeyl Tayyebi pointed to mutual cooperation with European universities
as well as cooperation with China, Japan, South Korea and Russia, and said that
exchanging professors, cooperation with Iranology department and exchange of
students to learn Persian Language as well as providing joint advice for thesis of
PhD students are among fields for cooperation with Tallinn University. Estonia
Republic is located in northern Europe and has a population of 1.316 million and
its capital city is Tallinn.

Ali Qapu Regains Former Glory
after Extensive Restoration

A long-lasting rehabilitating project on Ali Qapu Palace entered its final stage as
scaffoldings were removed from the facade of 16th-century monument in Isfah-
an, central Iran. For the first time over the past decade, people can visit the his-
torical palace with no scaffolding poles, Tasnim quoted Fereydoun Allahyari, Is-
fahan province’s tourism chief, as saying on Friday. “Travelers to ‘the Half of the
World’ will see a different face of the palace by Noruz, [the Iranian New Year].”
Iranians have long termed Isfahan “Nesf-e Jahan”, which literary means “Half of
the World”. The massive project entailed several phases including rehabilitation
of the palace’s wooden columns and flooring, he said, adding “The most intricate
part was repairing a 30-meter-high decorated ceiling of its terrace, standing on
400-year-old columns.” Throughout the project a layer of decorated wall was
brought to light when restorers and archeologists were working on portions that
connect the terrace to the main hall. “Senior cultural heritage experts believe that
the palace would be needless to any restoration work up to the next 50 years,” the
official added. Built at the very end of the 16th century as a residence for Shah
Abbas |, a Safavid king, the six-storey palace overlooks the UNESCO-registered
Imam Square. Profusion of tree-lined boulevards, Persian gardens and important
Islamic buildings give Isfahan a highly touristic appeal that is unmatched by
many other Iranian cities. In addition, the city is home to many versatile artisans
who underpin its reputation as a living museum of traditional culture.

Isfahan to Expand Ties with Saint
Petersburg

Governor General of Isfahan Province Mohsen Mehralizadeh said his province
will pursue stronger and clearer ties with other countries and its sister cities.
Mehralizadeh said in a meeting with Russian Ambassador to Tehran Levan Dz-
hagaryan that Isfahan has signed sisterhood agreement with 14 cities and now
targets using the international contracts and agreements signed between Isfahan
and other countries. He referred to a sisterhood agreement Isfahan signed with
Saint Petersburg, and said the two sides have not yet been able to use the accord,
but with the presence of new Consul General Boris Burmistrov in Isfahan and
new management of Foreign Ministry representat ive office in Isfahan the deal
will be used in the best possible manner. He referred to age-old ties between
Iran and Russia and said the two sides share long history of ties and cultural and
economic commonalties, which can help upgrade the two-way ties in various
domains. Mehralizadeh said Isfahan and Saint Petersburg enjoy historical, cul-
tural and arts commonalties and count on their sharing for a long time. He said
tourism is one of the areas catching attention of the two sides.

- - -

«» ISFAHAN GOVERNOR GENERAL IN MEETING WITH RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR TO IRAN
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<> THE NEW HEAD OF

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS’ BL

JREAU IN ISFAHAN TALKS IN AN INTERVIEW WITH ISFAHAN ZIBA ABOUT

Isfahan Issuing E-Visas
for Nationals of 180 Countries

Looking for a way to transcend, this is a
tale of a city that looks above and beyond
the norms to find a way to globalize.
Isfahan is an overflow of historical and
touristic attractions that can please the
eyes of any beholder; but it has not yet
managed to reach its true potentials;
these days, cities with far less potential
than Isfahan in the neighboring regions
have managed to be top ranking in the
regional tourism and even the world.
Now, the new head of the ministry of for-
eign affairs’ bureau in Isfahan has new
and promising news. Alireza Salariyan,
who recently replaced Mohammad Reza
Karshenas, speaks of a comprehensive
and practical plan to exploit Isfah-
an’s capacities. He and his delegation
have moved to a new building, and he
describes the priorities of the Interna-
tional Center of Isfahan in the context of
the new program, and believes that the
globalization of Isfahan requires global
thinking. The first interview of the new
head of ministry of foreign affairs’ bu-
reau in Isfahan is as follows..

Behnaz Abedi

The State Department spokesman
recently announced that the Isfahan
sister city agreements are only on
paper, and the capacity is left un-
used. What is the new management
plan of the ministry of foreign af-
fairs” bureau in Isfahan to do in Isfa-
han for the dynamics of cooperation
among sister cities?

At the meeting we had with the mayor,
we offered suggestions about this matter,
either in person or in writing. We have
asked the municipality to specify a few
cities and send delegations to them this
year; delegations chaired by the mayor
or other city officials. This move will in-
evitably lead to their delegations coming
to Isfahan. At present, we have placed
two or three cities to be added to Isfa-
han’s sister cities list, because we [the
ministry of foreign affairs] believe that
given the presence of various high-level
delegations, including the presidents and

prime ministers, coming to Isfahan the
number of current sister cities of Isfahan
is unacceptably low. In fact, this capacity
should have been used to sign more sis-
ter city agreements.

Which new cities are on the agenda?
In near future, delegations from Hunga-
ry Poland are going to come to Isfahan
and we have planned to sign agreements
with two cities in these countries.

What you mentioned is the increase
in the number of sisters, but as | said,
one of the weak points of Isfahan is
the lack of utilization of the capacity
of current sister cities. It seems most
of Isfahan’s relations with Freiburg
or St. Petersburg has been summed
up to cultural weeks, but, we have
never talked about the other sis-
ters such as Florence or Barcelona,
which are among the best in tourism
industry. Are we not even going to
use our agreements for the develop-
ment of tourism?
Part of this cooperation goes to the
Iranian side and, of course, other part to
the foreign side. There is also another
argument that the priorities among the
sister towns should be identified. In Bar-
celona, for example, in the current polit-
ical situation in Catalonia, it may not be
a priority for them to pursue the devel-
opment of bilateral interactions. But, for
example, in regards to St. Petersburg, we
had a conversation with the new Russian
consul head in Isfahan and emphasized
the stren g thening of cooperation be-
tween the two cities.

Naturally, these agreements have

been verbal. Can we expect any new

developments?
We both agreed to talk to our own sides
for preparation of our delegations and
for the cultural week. We also put forth
a new proposal: Considering that World
Cup games are scheduled to take place
in Russia and one of our country’s team
games is in St. Petersburg, we suggested
that at the time of the competition, the
authorities of Isfahan province be invited
to that play in St. Petersburg, for a joint
ceremony of two sister cities (Isfahan

and St. Petersburg) or that the game be
held by the presence of two city’s offi-
cials.
Isfahan’s governor general recent-
ly announced that he was seeking
to increase the number of consular
offices in Isfahan. Can this happen
only with the request of the Iranian
side, or its more about the other sides
requests and expectations?
Usually, countries ask for a consulate in
areas other than the capital where their
citizens travel a lot and do business. This
request is made to the State department
by that country, and the ministry of
foreign affairs, after reviewing it
accepts it, if it is beneficial to our nation-
al interest and it benefits both parties that
is. But given the fact that there is a short
distance between Isfahan and Tehran
(about four to five hours of driving and
40 minutes of flight); those countries that
want to create a consular zone may con-
clude that at distances far from Tehran,
for example, in southern Iran, West or
East, it’s better to have a consulate. Now,
there are several consulates in Khorasan
Razavi or Sistan and Baluchistan, be-
cause these provinces are far from Teh-
ran and, of course, in the vicinity of sev-
eral countries. | think our priority is not
to increase consulates, but at the same
time, in light of the suggestion made
by the Governor, we are also trying to
persuade other parties through foreign
ministry visits and foreign trips to create
a consulate in Isfahan. Of course, the re-
action of foreign parties is also import-
ant, and if they are interested, it can be
followed up.

Of course, the governor general’s
assertion was that with the increase
in the number of consular offices,
part of the Tehran overload of visa
admissions will be transferred to Is-
fahan.
Some embassies in different countries
have created an office outside their em-
bassy which is fully dedicated to visa is-
suance. But if we want to expand tourism
in Isfahan and create economic develop-
ment, we do not need this kind of facili-
ties for those who want to go abroad. We
are looking for tourism in Isfahan, and

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPEMENTS IN THE PROVINCE

currently visa issuance at Isfahan Airport
is 24/7. | should announce that for 180
countries you can get a visa at the airport
without having already taken any steps. Of
coursg, it is necessary for our travel agen-
cies to be fully aware of this matter and to
promote it both internally and externally.
We will announce this issue fully on the
official opening day of the new building of
the ministry of foreign affairs office in Is-
fahan. This issue is primarily important for
boosting tourism. We have also recently
issued an electronic visa, in which a pass-
port is placed on the device within 30 sec-
onds and a visa may be issued in less than
one minute. Our agencies must be able to
advertise the capacities and attractions of
Isfahan in internet and virtual spaces. Of
course, Isfahan has a global reputation, but
we should be able to make Isfahan tours as
attractive as we can.

You mentioned that the issuing visa
has been active for 24 hours a day at
Isfahan Airport, and there is another
problem in this regard, the airport it-
self is one of the main problems of
the tourism industry in Isfahan; the
low number of foreign flights, the
physical space of the airport, and so
on.
That’s exactly so. There should at least be one
flight to one of the cities that foreigners trav-
el alot, in our daily internal flight connection
every day. Fortunately, we have discussed
the golden triangle that the Chamber of Com-
merce of Tourism Commission has raised
with Shiraz and Yazd so that these three cities
can cover each other. We have presented our
plans and suggestions, but all of these need
funding and facilities. Isfahan needs its
own dedicated airline. Due to the fact that
the new governor general of Isfahan was
responsible for tourism in Tehran and is
interested in pursuing these issues, we also
have this discussion on the agenda. Howev-
er, the current airport is not worthy of Isfa-
han. The entrance and the routes leading to
the airport are very important, which unfor-
tunately are not eye-catching and tasteful in
Isfahan’s case. These routes really need to
be fundamentally reformed and must be re-
paired and redecorated. currently Mash-
had airport is really a good example, both
in its exterior and its interior design.
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The big adventure started while Over
40 tons of art works consists of 36
sculptures and 111 drawings of “the
modern British sculpture on every
curator’s wish list” were transported by
5 trunks from Germany to Iran. They are
showcased during “Tony Cragg - Roots
and Stones”exhibition in historical
building of Isfahan contemporary art
museum and will be run for 2 months
from February 4 to April 13, 2018.

Nafise Hajati

“In the discussions | had with some jour-
nalists and people in museum, there are
two prevalent questions; why sculpture and
why Isfahan?!” said Tony Cragg in his sec-
ond exhibition’s opening ceremony in Iran.
“For me, sculpture is no longer what it was
in past last 100 years, it was just used as a
power symbols or a form of decoration but
it is changed and developed over the last a
hundred years into a study of the entire ma-
terial world,” Speaking at the central library
of the Isfahan city hall, on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 4, he added.

“Of course it is not in the same way that
science investigates the material world but
it means science is meaningless without
art. I've had a very privileged life when |
worked in the studio searching for new
forms and new content and | know that art
sculpture is entirely subjective, probably
no ultimately proves but it is ultimately
human. So | generally privileged to be able
to bring my work and exhibited to a public
who perhaps doesn’t know my works and
it’s a new experience,” Cragg pointed out.
While more than 250 people both from
governmental organizations and art lovers
inhabitants attending the opening ceremony
of Cragg’s exhibition in Isfahan, he added:
“| think we all are aware of the relations
between our countries which were not the
best but | believe one has to communicate
with each other and share the ideas and art
is a very good vehicle to doing this. As an
individual I wanted to show what I"ve been
able to experience in my own life.” “The
kindness and friendliness I"ve experienced
during my visit in Iran and Isfahan encour-
ages me to bhelieve that we all profit from
communicating with each other! Because
whatever the past is being, we will have to
create the future together!” he said.

Mahdi Tamizi, Head of the contemporary
art museum of Isfahan also had a speech in
the opening ceremony, quoted a sentence
from Tony Cragg: “Art shows us who we
are and in which condition we are” and add-
ed that it is hoped that visiting these figures
and their presence can make our question-
ing souls ask about our human essence and
being—a question which should constantly
be asked to make one reach perfection.
“Also the constant wish to have one of
Tony Cragg’s sculptures in Isfahan can turn
into a symbol showing the presence of this
human and transcendental questioning,”
Tamizi continued.

In this opening, Mohammad Eidi, deputy of
the mayor of Isfahan in his speaking also
said that Isfahan has been formed based
on a conversation among artists, scientists,
governors and the inhabitants. It’s a multi-
cultural and creative city.

Head of the cultural, social and sports de-
partment of city hall added that What Tony
Cragg saw in Isfahan were experiences of
the Isfahan artists created based on their
conversation with the world. As a clerk of
the city hall | do my best both to prepare
a good atmosphere for the artists to make
their creative and artistic projects and dif-
ferent opportunities for international artists
to cooperate and make conversation with
the artists and inhabitants of Isfahan.

After the opening ceremony, all the attend-
ees walking through historical Safavid pass
to open the exhibition in contemporary art
museum of Isfahan in a building date back
to 5 hundred years ago. In every corner
there were lots of young or mature art-
ists, governors and art lovers, who visited
the sculptures and drawings and tried to

World Famous
Sculptor’s Exhibition In
World Creative City of Isfahan
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<> TONY CRAGG IN FRONT OF ISFAHAN MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART DURING OPENING OF THE EXIBITION

sharing ideas with each other and also did
conversation with the sculptor. Journalists
from local and national newspapers, news
agencies and TV networks also were there
and had some interviews with audiences
and the artist.

A day after opening ceremony, Isfahan
Times’ reporter interview with Demosthe-
nes Davvetas, Greek cultural ambassador
who traveled to Isfahan with Tony and
wrote an article that was published in the
book of the exhibition.

He answered the question about how he
met Tony for the first time: “I know Tony
since 32 years ago, | was very young boy,
20 years old, and I was working for Libéra-
tion famous French daily newspaper. It
was just 2 months that | arrived in France
to continue my studies in Sorbonne Uni-
versity. Joseph Beuys, a well-known artist
who was my master, took me from Greece
to France and then gave me scholarship to
study in Berlin.”

“Libération asked me if I could make an in-
terview with Joseph Beuys because it was
so difficult for them to meet him, so | asked
him and he said yes | do only with you be-
cause | know you. Then after this interview,
| started to work for Libération. After some
months | visited an exhibition of a young
artist, 32 years old, whose name was Tony
Cragg. | saw his work and then | started to
talk with him. After ten minutes he invited
me to drink!” Davvetas added.

“He became one of the most famous sculp-
tors of the world” Demosthenes mentioned
this sentence in his first article about Tony
Cragg in Libération; which cause his direc-
tor to criticized him but the young journalist
insist on his ideas.

Answering how he made this conclusion at
the first meeting with Tony Cragg, he an-
swered: “Speaking with him, | found out
he was a kind of philosophical and poeti-
cal guy. Tony Cragg interested on how the
sculpture can represent the inside situation
of human being. He doesn’t believe in
sculpture only as a staic form. He believe
that the sculpture functionally and organi-
cally, need to have a meaning so every line
and deform figures has symbolic and sig-
nificant meaning for Tony.”

Professor of Philosophy in Sorbonne Uni-
versity added: “during all these years we
talked a lot about philosophy; Tony is very
sensitive and intelligent. If you give him
an answer about what the word for exam-
ple “form” which is a Greek word derived
from “morphen” he made its sculpture im-
mediately. All of his works are based on
language and what the words has inside.
Also his art works are based in drawings;
he is a drawing man so we can say Tony
Cragg is an important contemporary sculp-
tor artist because all his work is not based
on material, but based on dematerialized
the material. And add the meaning to ma-
terials.”All of his sculptures have meaning
even if they look like some nice static game
sometimes but behind this game there is
a meaning which provoke the eyes. Also
there is a kind of existential philosophy
thoughts of Kierkegaard, Danish and lots of
British poets like Shelley,” he also declared.
Demosthenes Davvetas believes that there
are 2 kinds of artists; typical artist who
graduated from art school and they just
learn to play with techniques which is not
enough to make them a grate artist. And in
the other hand, there are great artists like

Tony Cragg and Joseph Beuys whose spirit
are alive all the time and they are always
thinking about human being and the envi-
ronment.”

In reply to a question about how is Tony
Cragg's character and core competences,
he said that Tony works on double identity;
he is an English man grow up in England
but live his most of his life in Germany so
he is very strong, clever and quick, who
have a new ideas all the time.

Tony Cragg's exhibitions in different cities
of Iran were organized by Afshin Deram-
bakhsh and Till Breckner, Artconcepts who
organize the exhibitions worldwide for fa-
mous artists from different countries.

Inan interview a day after opening ceremo-
ny of Tony Cragg's exhibition in Isfahan,
Till Breckner talked about their first exhi-
bition in Iran which dates back to 2012 in
Tehran and was a great success so the trust
and friendship were grow up and Ideas of
executing more in Iran were created.“We
had pre-visit to Iran, one and a half years
ago. Tony was super happy and impressed
by the beauty of Isfahan so he decided to
show his artworks here,” Breckner said.
“We search for the places which are inter-
esting for the artist to propose to artists. \We
ask Tony if he is interested in have a dialog
with Iran and Persian culture. It’s not only
about showing the artworks but it means
every artist takes something back for ex-
ample Tony Cragg created 3 art works in
Germany which is referred to Zoroaster and
it’s about “good thought” gives the “good
word” and gives “good deed”. | myself like
a feeling of respect in Persian culture,” he
addedBreckner visited Iran for 18 times
during recent years for different exhibitions

answered to the question about how he
analyses and describe Tony Cragg exhibi-
tion in Isfahan and said that from the static
perspective it’s such a beautiful place here
even though we have less artworks here
compare to Tehran. What | experienced
from the opening ceremony is we had a lot
of grate dialog with local people.

He talked about the procedure of executing
in Iran and mentioned that insuring the art-
works of western artists was difficult but a
Swiss company undertook the insurance.
According to him, the logistic process
was difficult because the sculptures are
really heavy. “We transported over 40 tons
and more than a hundred cubic meters of
artworks to Iran. In this regard, we decided
to transport it with 5 trucks from Germany
to Easter Europe and to turkey then Iran. It
was a big Adventure!” he added.

“Even after 18 times of visit Iran, every
time again | impressed with its curtsy and
by the hospitality of our Iranian friends. We
are happy to be here every time. | can say
there is interest in Germany for Iranian cul-
ture and also for contemporary culture so
we are going to planning for Iranian artists
to execute in Germany as well but it needs
to have some more time to develop it,”
Breckner said.

Sebastian Preuss was another member of
the group accompanies Tony Cragg for
opening the exhibition in Isfahan, an Art
historian who works as an Art journalist for
over 20 years.

“The  special things  with  our
magazine are that we are very much
interested in ancient art as well as contem-
porary art so this is the reason | came to
Iran.

When I’ve heard about this project | was
very much interested because I’ve heard
about the city of Isfahan and its classical
architecture that is one of the most beautiful
cities in the world. In one hand, there was
Isfahan and on the other hand there was an
artist who is very well known in west and
really a big star in Germany and interna-
tionally, these two elements made this proj-
ect a very special and fascinating story. So
when | was asked if I could come with them
1 was very pleased,” he asserted.

“Mly focus is only on the art and it was very
interesting to see most important build-
ing of the city of Isfahan and I learned so
much. My goal is to show our readers how
fascinating this city is and how it worked
with Tony,” deputy Editor of Weltkunst
(world art), which is the oldest art magazine
in Germany founded in 1927, added.

“I was fascinated by the quality of speech-
es, what director and other persons said.
And for all of us it became quite soon clear
that here there are very high education-
al standard people really interested on an
intellectual level and Isfahan has very high
standard of education. We had many talks’
with people. And | liked very much that so
many young people came to the opening
ceremony in Contemporary art museum
of Isfahan, especially lots of young wom-
en,” he referred to the opening ceremony in
Isfahan.

“Skull”, “spring”, “we”, “False ldols”,
“Sharing”, “Outspan”, “Hedge”, “Caul-
dron”, “Mental Landscape”, “Caught
Dreaming”, “Ever after”, “Weatherman”,
“Compound”,” Listeners”, “McCormack”,
“In Relation” and “Point of View” are the
names of just some of “Tony Cragg -
Roots and Stones”exhibition which are
showcase in 6 different spaces of Isfahan
contemporary art museum.

Preparing this exhibition was a compli-
cated process that a group of experts in
different fields from Iran and Germany have
cooperated to do the process; Mahshid
Sheikhi, Behrouz Zargar, Alireza Heydari,
Mehdi Vafaei Mehr and Maryam Abdola-
hi are among this international group. The
exhibition will be continue till 13th of April
so in Newrooz, 13 days of Persian new
year holidays, many travellers who travel
to Isfahan as one of the three destinations
of tourism golden triangle route of Iran,
have the opportunity to visit Tony Cragg's
sculptures but who missed this opportunity
could wait for the third opening ceremony
which will be hold in Kerman, south of Iran.

fi
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Mythological
World of Cragg's
Sculptures

Walking around Tony Cragg's
works is like walking around a
city whose mythological walls and
columns are complete instances of
the past and future history of that
mythical land; a history in which
the howl of wind in its hollow
parts is like a form of long-lasting
beauty.

Pari Zangene
Illustrator and art scholar

In his symbolic body-like works,
it seems as if Cragg is looking for
a compromise between form and
material. He is going to homog-
enize its essence with its origin.
This does not mean that we con-
sider material and even forms to
be origins. The forming process of
this work is its origin. And chang-
ing this process to an artwork
shows the standing of the difficult
way it has covered. In his works,
Cragg has made harmonious affin-
ity between nature and physical
universe. Lengthening and widen-
ing of the forms in Cragg's works,
represents the expansion of mate-
rial in non-material universe.

It is a kind of human philosoph-
ical exchange with nature. It is a
kind of spiritual and artistic ex-
ploration whose achievement is
changing between being and not
being, marcation and demarcation.
A reflection of forms purification
which is in nature and because
of the artistic choices of the art-
ist, they have earned a different
and varied standing. They also
represent discovery of cosmic
mysteries of forms relationships
and full and empty spaces, the dy-
namic emptiness and fullness that
make humans world and forms
his geography of viewpoints. The
geography of Cragg's viewpoints
and ideology is limitless. Cragg's
works dynamism in his different
work periods, is like a philosophi-
cal exploration in an artistic figure.

Visit “Roots
and Stones”
In Isfahan

“Tony Cragg - Roots and
Stones” in Isfahan, like the
one in the TMoCA, gives a
comprehensive overview of
the brilliant oeuvre of the Brit-

ish artist. Isfahan is located in
the center of Iran and is one
of the most magnificent cit-
ies in the country. Its heyday
was experienced during the
Safavid dynasty, which made
Isfahan its capital in 1598 and
beautified it with numerous
magnificent buildings
gardens. Even today, the city
with its famous Persian archi-
tecture consumes this opulent
time. The museum also dates
back to the Safavid era and
offers a contrasting backdrop
to Tony Cragg’s universe of
abstract, figurative and figu-
rative works of art.

and

Source: www.galerie-breckner.de
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ScientOverseas Sales of
Machine-woven Carpets from
Aran-Bidgol Stand at Over $100m

Over $100 million worth of machine-woven carpets were exported from
Aran-Bidgol township in the central province of Isfahan during March
21-December 21, 2017, an official said on Friday.Head of Aran-Bidgol Of-
fice of Industries and Mines of Iran Mojtaba Mahlouji told IRNA that the fig-
ure was 12 percent higher than the amount for the same period of the previous
year. Mahlouji said goods valued at over $111 million were exported from this
region of which 90 percent were machine-woven carpets and products of
related industries. Iranian carpets were mainly exported to Afghanistan, Irag,
China, Germany and France as well as the African countries, he said. He said the
Aran-Bidgol region could also be considered as a carpet hub of the Middle East.

Indians to invest $2b
In Iran ports, railway projects

Minister of Roads and Urban Development Abbas Akhoundi says Indians will
invest two billion dollars in Iranian port and railway projects.

Akhoundi, who is on a visit to New Delhi as a member of the delegation accom-
panying President Hassan Rouhani, said the initial agreement for the investment
has been reached.

He said many issues pertinent to ports and railway will be finalized in the visit
of the president to India and total amount of the joint investment in the two areas
will reach about two billion dollars.

He said one more important point in railway project with Indians is joint con-
struction of locomotives. ‘Early agreement has been reached with Indians for
joint construction cargo locomotives.” Akhoundi said railway construction in
Isfahan foundry with 300,000 ton/year capacity is among measures taken in rail-
way field in partnership with Indians and the agreement will be finalized during
the ongoing visit.

2nd Underground City
Discovered in Isfahan

<> NOOSH ABAD ANCIENT UNDERGROUND CITY NEAR KASHAN, IRAN

The second hand-dug underground shel-
ter under Iran’s urban texture has been
discovered in the course of archeological
explorations in the north of Isfahan Prov-
ince, IRNA reported. The Public Rela-
tions Office of the Research Institute of
Cultural Heritage and Tourism (RICHT)
quoted Zahra Sarookhani, head of the ar-
cheology team as saying on Tuesday that

the hand-dug shelter has been found under
the historical texture of the city of Sefid
Shahr in Aran and Bidgol. According
to the archeologist, the main entrance to
the hand-dug underground city is through
a well with a depth of 2 meters locating
in the corner of a hand-dug room in the
cellar of the historical house of Bagqal
(the grocer). Referring to the beginning of

archeological explorations in the under-
ground city of Sefid Shahr since two days
ago, she said: “No exact information has
yet been obtained about its archaism and
how it has been developed.” Sarookhani
noted that inside the mentioned spaces
have been filled up to the height of 120 cm
and therefore exploration in them is very
hard and time-consuming. “The under-

ground Sefid Shahr city after Nooshabad
is the second identified underground city
in Iran (hand- dug shelter under the urban
texture),” she said. The underground city
of Nooshabad which is called the “Ouyi”
underground city is located in the central
part of the city of Aran and Bidgol in the
historical complex of Chaleh Si and dates
back to 1500 years ago to the Sassanid era.

<> KHAJOU BRIDGE, ISFAHAN

<IMAM MOSQUE IN NAGSHE-E- JAHAN SQUARE,ISFAHAN

«<>IMAM MOSQUE IN NAGSHE-E- JAHAN SQUARE,ISFAHAN

French Artist Paints Isfahan to Encourage
People for Traveling

Aline Zalko, the French artist has painted different views of Isfahan
historical and tourism places to encourage people for traveling to this city. These
Drawings have been published for the travel section of Le Parisien Magazine.

Iran, S Korea Economic Ties
Reinforced by Scientific Backup: Envoy

City Desk

The economic relations between
Iran and South Korea are developing
through scientific backup, South Ko-
rean envoy to Tehran said in meeting
with Chancellor of Isfahan Universi-
ty. Iran and South Korea enjoy good
relation, Kim Seung Ho said Sunday
in Iran-South Korea scientific and
international workgroup meeting.
He also referred to advanced car and
machinery manufacturing of South
Korea and Korean universities as

suitable grounds for developing ties
between two countries. Elsewhere
in his remarks Ho referred to inde-
pendent cooperation between Iran
and South Korea universities, saying
South Korea mission in Tehran fa-
cilitates students and professors ex-
change and visa issuance procedure
as well. Meanwhile Chancellor of
Isfahan University Houshang Talebi
pointed to cooperation in Silk Road
network, signing joint cooperation
MoUs, holding educational courses,
accepting students as examples of
ties between Iranian and South Kore-
an universities.

Int’] Textiles Industry Exhibition Opens

in Isfahan

Economic Desk

The 12nd International Textile In-
dustry Exhibition held in Isfahan's
International ~ Fairground  concur-
rent with the Eighth Machine-Made
Carpet, Moquette and Matting
Exhibition from 15 to 18th February.
The exhibitions were being held an
area of 2,100 square meters, attended

by 68 Iranian companies as well as
representatives from Turkey, India,
Germany and Britain.

The participants were displaying
their latest achievements in textile
machinery and raw materials as
well as their scientific and research
findings. Meanwhile, the Eighth
Machine-Made Carpet, Moquette and
Matting Exhibition opened late on
Thursday and ended on February 18.
The event was attended by companies

Iran Weight Lifter Ranks 3rd at IWF

Ranking

Esfahanian weight lifter Sohrab Mora-
di ranked 3rd in International Weight
Lifting Federation (IWF) ranking as
regard 2017 top weightlifter.
Georgian weightlifter with 9,804
votes ranked first and Egyptian
athlete with 8,491 votes stood in the
second place.

Iran’s Moradi with 3,142 votes
ranked  third. The 29-year-old
Sohrab Moradi, who won gold in Rio
last year, had managed to break two
world records after an easy win over
Lithuania’s Aurimas Didzbalis.

Belgium, Isfahan to Broaden
Health Cooperation

Belgium agreed to broaden coopera-
tion with a research health center in
Isfahan to conduct research, he Head
of Belgium delegation for health
said. He said on Sunday that Bel-
gium is to cooperate with the Islamic
Republic of Iran in construction of
hospitals. Head of Belgium delega-
tion for health said in a meeting with

Iran’s Deputy Minister of Health Iraj
Harirchi in Tehran on Sunday. “We
have fruitful meetings with Irani-
an officials at the health ministry to
examine the expansion of mutual
cooperation, “he added. Belgium is
experienced in construction of hospi-
tals and can share it experiences with
Iran, he said.

) aleramosphotos
Mosquée Agha Bozorg
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aleramosphotos Agha Bozorg Mosque, Kashan -
Iran | R #iran #kashan #aghabozorg
#alexandraramosphotos #nikon #instalike
#bucketlist #goodtimes #natgeoadventure
#natgeotravel #travelphotography #wanderlust
#nikon_photography_ #instapicture #iamnikon
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A group of brazilian photographers came to Iran in 2016-17 for a proj-
ect and in this process, they strated their trip work from Tehran to Kashan,

Isfahan, yazd and shiraz.
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