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Tourism DS ! ST ' iF; r City 02

el [ranian Tahle, TourismC N e
gy ot 1 T S SR Sister City Agreement

Culture Festival Holds
between Krakow, [sfahan

in Isfahan

Iranian Table, Tourism Culture Fes - - g ' o . - : 9 A
tival was held inIsfahan by presence - - ). 8 Poland’'s deputy minister for eco
of Isfahan, Tehran, Alborz, Clom and - Sl e nomic development, who is on an
’ e PR, ik Lty 2 _- t\ i " T4 mep '
] b
>

Markazi prowvinces from 1st to 3rd
September in Chehel Soton Falace
Iduseum...

official vizit to Iran, voiced his coun-
try's willingness to sign a sister city
pact between the historical cities of
Krakow and Isfahan. Speaking in a
meeting with the representative of
Iran-Poland Friendship Association
inIzfahan, Tadeusz Koscinski...

City 02

Istahan, Thessaloniki

[ |
to Sign Sister City D4
Agheemant Georgia’s Tourism
Trar’s cultural counselor in Graece Indust[y a GOOd
in a meeting with the mayor of the " : .

Thessaloniki stated that the inclina- 2 ‘% s Oppommty fO]_‘

tion of both parties to being Sister B g j% Isfahani Investors

City was argued and it was wel- Ei F‘ 'aa.

comed by both Isfahan and Thes- " @ i# E
salondki. All Moharmmad Helmi on Cit:.f D 2
the sidelines of Thessaloniki Film

Festival in a meeting with Yiannis France Invests in

Isfahan Airport
Development Plan

Director General of Isfahan
Shahid  Beheshti  International
Airport Hassan Amjadi said that
French Vinci Airports Company

Boutaris argued about developing
relations and cultural cooperation.

Iran’s  cultural  counselor  in
Greece by noficing the old rela
tions between Iran and Greece
stated that the existerice of these
relations i essential for both
parties...

by 120 million euro investment . . .
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Poland seeking

Sister City Agreement
between Krakow,
Isfahan

Poland's deputy minister for eco-
nomic development, who is on
an official visit to Iran, voiced his
country’s willingness to sign a sis-
ter city pact between the historical
cities of Krakow and Isfahan.

Speaking in a meeting with the
representative  of Iran-Poland
Friendship Association in Isfa-
han, Tadeusz Koscinski said he

will raise and support the issue of
signing a sister city pact between

Isfahan and Krakow in his up-
coming meetings with Krakow’s
authorities, who are willing to ink
the deal

Poland's economic development
ministry is seeking to establish a
business development office in
Iran, he further said.

“Given that the history of Iran and
Poland’s relationship, we want
the Poles to become familiar with
Isfahan and its people more than
before and make more clear the
famous saying ‘Isfahan is Half of
the World” to the Krakow’s peo-
ple. We are also attempting that
Isfahani and Iranian people being
familiar with the history of the
Krakow by travelling to this his-
toric city and other beautiful cities
of Poland,” he mentioned.

In a meeting in Warsaw back
in May, Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Mohammad Javad Zarif and
Polish Prime Minister Beata Szy-
dlo weighed plans to build up a
strong economic partnership be-
tween Tehran and Warsaw and
immediately implement the trade
deals the two countries have al-
ready signed. Zarif paid a visit to
Poland as partof a European tour,
which took him also to Finland,
Sweden, and Latvia.

France Invests in
Isfahan Airport
Development Plan

Director General of Isfahan Sha-
hid Beheshti International Air-
port Hassan Amjadi said that
French Vinci Airports Company
by 120 million euro investment is
to develop the airport.

Amjadi told IRNA on that fol-
lowing President Hassan Rou-
hani talks with French officials
last year and after an agreement
was signed in relation with in-
vestment in development plans
of Mashad and Istahan airports, a
delegation from Vinci Company
visited Isfahan airport. He said
that preliminary plans for devel-
opment of Isfahan and Mashad
airports have been prepared and
added that 6-member delegation
of Vinci visited Isfahan airport.
Amjadi said that the investment
would be in form of BOT. At the
first stage of the planis due a ter-
minal with 21 to 25,000 square
meters area to be built and at the
second phase another terminal
with 35,000 square meters, in-
cluding parking lot, will be con-
structed.
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Financial supports offered by international bodies to Iran to assist refu-

gees are not much compared to the costs Iran had to bear so far, the UN

High Commissioner for Refugees’” (UNHCR) Representative in Iran said

on Tuesday.

M Sivanka  Dhanapala
desk noted that Iran spent
some $52 million last year (March
21, 2015 to March 19, 2016) to help
refugees while international bodies
have only made -contributions

worth of $8 million in the same pe-
riod.

He made the remarks in a meet-
ing with Rasoul Zargarpour, the
governor general of Isfahan prov-
ince, adding, Iran is now playing
host to some 3 million Iraqi and
Afghan refugees but providing all
these refugees with services is ex-
tremely difficult.

Sivanka
Dhanapala
noted that
Iran spent
some $52
million last

year to

help
refugees

Regional conflicts in the Middle
East and flow of Syrian refugees to
European countries have urged the
world to take measures and hold
seminars to tackle the problem of
war-stricken refugees, he pointed.

Helping refugees is an interna-
tional responsibility, he said, add-
ing, one positive outcome of such
seminars is to encourage a feeling
of empathy for the refugees and
their hosting countries.

Zargarpour, for his part, said

that some 15 percent of the refu-
gees of Iran constituting 120,000
refugees are living in Isfahan and
almost the same number of them
are living illegally in the province.

He said over 5,000 refugee stu-
dents go to 160 schools across the
province.

The official stressed that refu-
gees have indiscriminate access to
hospitals and other health services.

He said work permissions have
been issued for three thousand ref-
ugees in the province as well.

The Governor General further
believed that political stability and
security in the region is the only
solution to tackle the issue of refu-
gees.

He hoped the ambassadors of
European countries which accom-
modate refugees could increase
their contributions to the host
countries to help them improve
their services.

“Despite all the shortcomings
we try to treat the refugees like our
own citizens by providing them
with same educational and health-
care services,” he highlighted.

He further called on interna-
tional bodies to help refugee host-
ing countries to offer better services
to such people.

A delegation comprising am-
bassadors of Australia, India, Japan,
Sweden, England, and Afghani-
stan to Iran headed by Dhanapala
travelled to Isfahan on Tuesday to
check up on refugees condition in
this province.

m Isfahan, Thessaloniki to Sign Sister City Agreement

FH Iran’s cultural coun-
desk selor in Greece in a
meeting with the mayor of the
Thessaloniki stated that the inclina-
tion of both parties to being Sister
City was argued and it was wel-
comed by both Isfahan and Thessa-
loniki.

Ali Mohammad Helmi on the side-
lines of Thessaloniki Film Festival
in a meeting with Yiannis Boutaris
argued about developing relations
and cultural cooperation.

Iran’s  cultural counselor in
Greece by noticing the old rela-
tions between Iran and Greece
stated that the existence of these
relations is essential for both
parties.

“In the past, Isfahan was the cap-
ital of Iran and since Safavid era it
became an art city of Iran.

Today, alot of art works are done in
Isfahan,” he also added.

“Isfahan has a lot of historic places
and beautiful architecture so such
features make it more and more
similar to Thessaloniki.

In this regard, so I would suggest
singing Sister City Agreement be-
tween Isfahan and Thessaloniki,”
he added.

“Before any other country, we
started talking about Islam and
Orthodox with Greece but unfor-
tunately it is a long time that it has
stopped for some reasons and now
we are eager to do it again,” Helmi
stated.

“Religions and specially Islam
does not agree with violence and ,
ISIS and al-Qaeda are in fact made
by arrogant powers and use them
as tools to divide the nations and
destroyed the image of Islam and
Muslims”, Iran’s cultural counselor
in Greece emphasized.

“There are a lot of fields to have

cultural cooperation between two
countries and we are eager to hold
Conferences, film festivals, photo
exhibitions and musical perfor-
mances that are possible with the
cooperation of Thessaloniki's mu-
nicipality,” he asserted.

In this meeting, in his part, Thessa-
loniki's mayor said that religious
relations are so important, be-
cause all of the religions focus on
peace.

“There is a mosque in Thessaloni-
ki which is traced back to the 17th
century. In my opinion it is a good
place to hold Islamic exhibition and
do cultural activities, of course by
your supports and cooperation,”
Yiannis Boutaris mentioned.

“We are eager to have some
plans from Iran in frame works
‘Dimitri’ which is hold in Oc-
tober (early in fall) yearly,” he
emphasized.

m Isfahan to International Association of Science Parks in 2018

m “According to strenu-
desk ous prosecution, the
35th International Association of
Science Parks (IASP) World Confer-
ence will be held in Isfahan, Iran,”
mayor of Isfahan said.

Mahdi Jamali Nejad pointed out
the requirement for attention to
Novel and Innovative knowledge
and Technologies in Iran and mak-
ing Isfahan metropolis a knowl-
edge city in 1400.

“The hosting of this conference is a
great honor bestowed on Isfahan,”
he added.

“According to call for hosting the
IASP, in 2016 Isfahan bid for host-
ing this conference which was final-
ly accepted by IASP members,” he
pointed out the process of accept-
ing Isfahan to host the 35th IASP
World Conference.

Jamali Nejad said that [ASP is a
main networking event of Asso-
ciation, gathering managers and
experts from all over the world
in areas of science parks and in-
novation and knowledge-based
systems.

So it is the most important event
in Science Parks Areas which is
held annually at the international
level.

The mayor of Isfahan referred to
Moscow summit which was held
in current year and said that by this
year over 1700 participants from 72
countries participated in this meet-
ing.

Pointing to the significance of this
hosting and its consequences for
Isfahan, he said that undoubted-
ly this meeting can bring great
scientific achievement to Isfaha-

nian researchers and it will be a
good opportunity in science
area and realization of scientific
approaches.

“Considering the tourism and
economic domain, the presence
of over than 1700 participants in
this World Conference can pay the
way for more tourists to visit this
town.

Actually these participants will be
tourism ambassadors for Isfahan.”
he stated.

“In a meeting which was held with
the presence of Executive Council
we announced our readiness for
holding the conference in Imam
Khamenei  International = Con-
ference Center which is come to
operation until then,” Regarding
the meeting place, the mayor of
Isfahan declared.

’

IASP is a worldwide network of
innovation which connects the pro-
fessionals managing science, tech-
nology and research parks (STPs)
and other areas of innovation and
provides services that further pro-
mote the growth and effectiveness
for all members.

IASP is an NGO in Special Con-
sultative Status with the Economic
and Social Council of the United
Nations.

The previous 33 conferences were
held in French, England, Japan,
Australia, USA, Ireland, Finland,
Canada, China, Brazil, Italy, Tur-
key, Spain, Portugal, South Africa,
South Korea, Denmark, Estonia,
and Qatar.

Some countries were host of this
international conference for several
times.
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Having a Macro Adventure
by Being a Hitchhiker

Hibchhiking is a kind of travelling which is done by asking people, usually strangers, for a ride in their automobile or other
vehicle. A ride is usually, but not always, free. It is also used as a primary mode of travel for the better part of the last century,

and continues to do so today. In an interview with an Iranian Hitchhiker, Viahid Manafi, he indicates the most important issues of

this kind of travelling and shares his experiences.

m‘ Q: How did you be-
Beygi come familiar with

Hitchhiking?

A: 3 years ago, I was in Istanbul,
Turkey, and two of my German
room-mates in the hostel were do-
ing hitchhiking. One day, I asked
them to join me and introduce me
to this strange thing of hitchhiking.
We done it and when I came back
to Iran I started my new type of
travelling.

Q: What were your reasons to de-
cide doing this type of travelling?

A: You know, there are a thousand
of reasons that why I should choose

it. The most obvious reason- it is
free. You can travel hundreds of
kilometers without paying a pen-
ny for example for transport. Al-
though not paying for transportis a
benefit, getting free rides is not the
only or main reason why I hitch-
hike. Communicating with people
and asking for help will decrease
your stress and make you believe in
people and their kindness and also
teach you to trust.

Q: According to you what is so
special about hitchhiking?

A: See, most of people think I or
generally each hitchhiker start
hitchhiking because it is free, but

at a certain point you start enjoy-
ing it for meeting people, learning
about their culture and their envi-
ronment. Hitchhiking gives you a
unique opportunity of seeing the
majority of the country you are
travelling through. You can forget
about hopping from one city to an-
other. Inno other form of transport
can you meet so many locals and
experience the local culture in all
its richness and for a short period
of time, take part in local people’s
everyday lives and daily routines,
see what they’re doing that day.
You might be invited to people’s
houses, see their workplaces, go
shopping with them, just because
you happen to be in the car, while

they are going about their normal
lives. In a bus or train you can’t
see shit, while in a car or truck you
usually have a better view and a
context which is the driver. When
someone opens their car door for
you, they’re inviting you into their
homes, their lives.

Q: What would you advise to oth-
ers who want to try hitchhiking
but lack the time or maybe even
consumed with fear?

A: T am not going to tell you it is
completely safe for you to start this
kind of travelling. For first timer I
must say “Not Do It Alone”. It's
important if someone can teach
you the ropes, someone with previ-
ous experience, but if those are not
around, just find another person
who you trust and who is inter-
ested and take the jump together.
Hitchhiking with another person
is definitely safer than hitchhiking
alone.

Q: Is there a positive transforma-
tion in yourself after you experi-
enced hitchhiking?

A: Dare I say after the first expe-
rience I was not the previous per-
son. It's an exercise in trust, while
not becoming naive. You hitchhike
with people you would never meet
inside your own bubble of a friend
group. It breaks down barriers of
class, religion, political affiliation
and what not. My openness to-
wards people is the thing I'm most
grateful for.

Q: What were your personal high-
lights while hitchhiking?

A: There are so many, but most of
them involve creating deep friend-
ships and meeting people again. I
recently met one of my first drivers
again in Shiraz after 2 years. He has
encouraged me to keep going the
path T went down since I started
hitchhiking.

Q: Would you consider hitch-hik-
ing a micro adventure?

A: I dare to say hitchhiking is not a
micro adventure even it is a macro
adventure. You can discover a lot
of things during your travel.

The most important of this discov-
ery is finding out that what hu-
manity is. You really believe in all
the people around the world are
equal without any restrictions to
their culture, race, religion and so
on. Humanity is equal around the
world and that a big discovery for
me.

M Iranian Table, Tourism Culture Festival Holds in Isfahan

Iranian Table, Tourism Cul-
ture Festival was held in Isfah-
an by presence of Isfahan, Teh-
ran, Alborz, Qom and Markazi
provinces from 1st to 3rd Sep-
tember in Chehel Soton Palace
Museum.

Executive Secretary of the Festival
Tranian travel, tourism culture”" ina
press conference said that the stra-
tegic studies center of Iranian food
and the campaign of "I am Irani-
an, I love Iranian food", as two big
events, will be established.
According to the festival's execu-
tive secretary, in the competition
and selection of superior in the ar-
eas of regional, provincial, people,
kitchen and privileges of partici-
pants, an important event that will
be happened with holding of this
conference is the formation of the

Centre for strategic studies of Per-
sian cuisine.

The center is scheduled atlas Per-
sian cuisine with traditional dishes
and local mention all do.

He said that the campaign of “I am
Iranian, I like Iranian food” should
receive the people support and
the presence of different groups of
people able to expand Iranian food
culture.

"Food for developing regions is an
opportunity, thereby introduce the
attractions and potentials to tour-
ists and develop their tourism in-
dustry", Isfahan Director General
of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism in this meeting em-
phasized.

"We are in such a province like Isfa-
han in which from east to west and
from North to south in different cit-

ies and villages you can enjoy a va-
riety of great food and this festival
is an opportunity to show the po-
tential of the province," Fereydoun
Allahyari added.

"Cooking Turkish, Arabic and Hin-
di Iranian cuisine come out of the
heart and origin of our culinary art
like art, crafts, Iranian homes," Ja-
mal Zandi, manager of Abbasi Ho-
tel, and Iranian festival jury Iranian
table in another part of the meeting
by pointing to the history of centu-
ries-old traditional dishes such as
roast stated.

According to him, at the festi-
val in any part of appetizer, main
course, dessert and drink three
titles were selected and in ad-
dition to the quality of foods,
being healthy was focused on,
too.

UNESCO
Registers Norouz

The traditional Iranian festival
marking the beginning of spring
— was registered on UNESCO In-
tangible Cultural Heritage List on
Wednesday, announced the head
of the Registration Office of [ran
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism Organization (ICH-
HTO), Farhad Nazari. According
to ISNA, Norouz was inscribed
on the UNESCO list on the third
day of the 11th Intergovernmental
Committee for the Safeguarding
of the Intangible Cultural Heri-

03

tage which is underway in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, from Novem-
ber 28 to December 2. Following
the inscription, ICHHTO'’s Dep-
uty Head Mohammad-Hassan
Talebian, began his address to the
session by reciting a poem by the
great 14th Century Iranian poet
Hafez which stated: “Norouz
is the manifestation of wisdom,
moderation, and hope for life.”
Iranian Ambassador to UNESCO
Ahmad Jalali who headed the
Iranian delegation at the global
conference on the Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage, delivered a lecture
on the significance of Norouz and
the message it conveys to human-
ity. Representatives of Kazakh-
stan and India hailed Iran’s lead
in registering Norouz which was
supported by 14 countries. UNES-
CO recognized Norouz as part of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity on September 30,
2009, based on an initiative under-
taken by Iran, India, Azerbaijan,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan
and Turkey.

||
Foreign Diplomats
Visit Kashan
Historical House

Four ambassadors and repre-
sentatives from six other states
visited Tabatabaei House in
old historical neighborhood of
Kashan city on Wednesday.
Head of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees in Tehran
Sivanka Dana Pala, ambassa-
dors of Australia, Sweden, Af-
ghanistan and the Netherlands
as well as representatives from
Germany, Spain, Switzerland,
Norway, Japan and France
visited the historical site. Dep-
uty Governor General of Isfa-
han province and governor of
Kashan Hamid Reza Mo'me-
nian described Kashan as an old
city with seven thousand years
civilization.He expressed hope
that the post-JCPOA era would
help more cultural interaction
between Iran and other coun-
tries. As per the command of
the Supreme Leader, the refu-
gees in Iran were provided with
education service and now all
refugees are enjoying education
as well as insurance services just
like Iranian citizens, Mo'menian
added. Tabatabaei House is a
maserpiece of art of architecture
dating back to around 200 years
ago the era of Qajar Dynasty.
The building with fabulous dec-
oration and gorgeous architec-
ture is one of the most beautiful
and interesting historical build-
ings in Kashan registered as na-
tional cultural heritage.

The
traditional
Iranian
festival
marking
the be-
ginning of
spring —
was reg-
istered on
UNESCO
Intangible
Cultural
Heritage
List
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B Supreme Leader receives people of

Isfahan Prov

On the anniversary of the epic funeral held by the people
of Isfahan on November 16, 1982 for 370 martyrs of Oper-
ation Moharram, which was staged during the eight-year
Iraqi-imposed war against Iran, the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution metwith thousands of people from the central
Iranian province of Isfahan on November 16. During the
meeting, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said that Isfah-
an is a province of “martyrdom and pioneering people,”
“resistance and steadfastness,” “science and culture,” “re-
ligion and Velayat (religious guardianship),” and “work
and initiative.” The Leader of the Islamic Revolution
pointed to the spirit of “martyrdom seeking” and “resis-
tance” as the most important characteristics of people of
Isfahan province. Emphasizing the need to know the ene-
my’s plot at any juncture and avoiding submission in the
face of the enemy, Ayatollah Khamenei said, "Standing
fast on the principles of the Islamic Revolution is one of
the important things we need today, and the principles
of the revolution are the same fundaments and indices,
which have been laid out in [the late] Imam [Khomeini]'s
speeches and his last will and testament."

The Leader noted that the sole way for the resolution
of the country’s problems, making up for all cases of
backwardness, and achieving material, spiritual, ethical
and cultural dignity and welfare and progress is stand-
ing fast on the principles of the Islamic Revolution and
said, “From a scientific viewpoint, serious attention and
actions are also needed to [bolster] the country's internal
strength, especially in the economic sector.” The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution said, “The enemy has zeroed
in on [Iran's| economy because it imagines that economy
is the [main] weakness of the country and for this reason,
emphasis has been put [in Iran] on the ‘Economy of Re-
sistance, action and practical steps’, and officials must
demonstrate “action and practical steps” and their indices
before the people’s eyes.” = leader.ir
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The Irani-
an Chess
Federa-
tion on
behalf of
the Asian
Chess
Federa-
tion [ACF)
had invit-
ed chess
players
from all
Asian
countries
which
are mem-

bers of
FIDE

Asian Amateur Chess
Championships 2016
Hold in Isfahan

Asian Amateur Chess Cham-
pionships 2016 was held from
11th to 19th November in
Imam Ali Sport Complex by
participation of 280 chess play-
ers from 9 Asian countries for
both men and women for a
week.

In the opening ceremony, the
president of Iranian Chess
Federation (IRCF) appreciated
those how worked for holding
of this champions and said that
such international events can
develop chess in Iran.
Moreover, the president’s mes-
sage of the Asian Chess Feder-
ation (ACF) was read in both
Persian and English.

The chess players from Iran, In-
dia, china, Nepal, Kazakhstan,
Mongolia, Lebanon, Iraq, and
Vietnam were participated in
the champions and competed
through a week. The Fide Laws
of Chess applied. The tourna-
ment was played according to
the Swiss system of 9 rounds.
The Iranian Chess Federation
on behalf of the Asian Chess
Federation (ACF) had invited
chess players from all Asian
countries which are members
of FIDE to participate in the
Asian Amateur Chess Champi-
onships.

Georgia holds 16th rank and as relat-
ed to ease of doing business it holds
10th place and it is also among top- ten
countries which have the lowest tax
rate in the world,” he said.

According to him, all banks in
Georgia are private sector banks and
foreign investment promotion and
protection act (FIPPA) allows foreign
investor to register a company in one
day and open bank account in Geor-
gia.

Refereeing to the free trade agree-
ment signed between the Republic
of Turkey and Georgia, he said that
Georgia has also signed free trade
agreement with the European Free
Trade Association (EFTA).

Also, in this meeting, vice pres-
ident of Isfahan Chamber of Com-
merce, Mostafa Ronasi asked for
exploring investment and busi-

Georgia's Tourism Industry a Good
Opportunity for Isfahani Investors

Georgian consul in Tehran Ruben Morgoshia said in a meeting with the members of Isfahan Chamber of

Commerce said that his country is a suitable place for investment by isfahani businessmen.

“Existence of 26400 rivers and fer-
tile grounds in Georgia provides good
investment opportunity in Agricul-
ture and processing industries sector,”
Ruben Morgoshia added.

“Because of presence of Georgian
in Isfahan, Goergia can build solid,
lasting business and investment rela-

tionship with this province,” he said.

Pointing to the journey of 130 thou-
sand Iranian to Georgia during the
last 10 months, he added that over 100
hotels are built in Georgia each year,
so investors in Isfahan can invest
in their constructing and proprietor-
ship.

ness opportunities in Isfahan and
Georgia.

Isfahan state has especial place in
industry, mining and agriculture and
can develop friendly cooperation with
Georgia,” he said.

Moreover, Ghasem Ali Jabbari,
Board Member of Isfahan Chamber
of Commerce, requested for export fa-
cilitation said that import duties and
taxes for Iranian goods are 12 percent

Declaring that 7 percent of gross
domestic product (GDP) in Georgia is
allocated to tourism industry he also
said that 4.8 million tourists have vis-
ited Georgia so far in 2016, while the
number of visitors was only 2 million in
2010.

“Regarding the economic freedom

more than Turkish goods and as the
result, the competition get difficult for
Iranian producers.

The Suggestion for investment of
tourism industry in other countries
is brought forth at the same time as
signing of nuclear deal by Iran and the
P5+1 group.
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