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|ESRREZIABEEI |t has been a long-held dream of Isfa-
han residents i@ain s‘trivpe: the ret’lim:;1 of bicy-
cles to the city. n‘]ilesday, from 16}171. to 22 p.m.,
s and cycli§is took oﬁfeF Chaharbagh

ich was banned to vehicles

Alireza Salavati, this movement includes many
different parts such as Car- free Tues-

& days which kicked off officially from

S last Tuesday. Salavati said that

- - the number of cars on the

roads has increased in

a way that 45 percent

of the cars fraffick-

ing across city are

single-occupant
ones which lead
to  congestions
and long ftraffic

jams... page2
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A Great Honor of
Persian Art

04

Iran’s Ambassadors Visit

Isfahan’s General
Governor

Joint meeting with the General
Governor and a number of new for-
eign ambassadors of our country in
abroad and a number of economic
officials in Isfahan province was
held on Thursday evening...

| ]
City 02
1st Nature School
in Isfahan
Nature schools have started

their activities in various cities
in Iran, and they have received a
great welcome. Since December
2015, Kand-o Kav institute, Na-
ture School, has stablished with
the help of Isfahan Industrial
University ...

|
Italians Willing to
Implement Isfahan’s
Cultural Complex

On Monday, General Manager of
Projects in Iran’s Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance stated...
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“Next to this number, reports
indicate that 70 percent of intra-
city travels in Isfahan carried out
by these single-occupant cars, an
alarming number,” he added.
“This campaign is going to
mention to residents that every-
thing is not limited to cars rather
we can travel across dity through
bus, taxi, bicycles, and etc,”
Salavati pointed out.

“In this regard, every Tuesdays,
the road between Imam Hossein
square to Amadegah street is
banned to cars and motorcycles
to have a pedestrian zone in Cha-
harbag Abbasi street and make
the atmosphere of past in this
area,” transportation and traffic
deputy municipality said.
Asserting that the car-free zone
will expand even further during
next months, Salavati referred
to another path, from Imam Ali
square to Sio-ce- Pol, and said
that some parts of this path such
as Naghsh-e- Jahan square and
the first phase of Sepah street
have turned to Pedestrian zones.
“Informing ~ the  residents
through media have caused a
light traffic on Tuesdays during
several months ago because
if people know there is such a
campaign will support it and
therefore, the first step is to
tell people that there is such a
movement. The second step is
to tell them why they should
support it. The third step is to
have incentives for those whojoin
the campaign. And the fourth
step is to push the government to
carry out its responsibilities at a
more rapid pace,” he added.

m A Global Scenario

Around 7 million people glob-
ally are estimated to die from
air pollution every year, not to
mention the millions more killed
in accidents involving motor
vehicles.

In response, cities around the
world are trying out car-free ini-
tiatives.

One of vehicles that could be the
best alternative to cars is bike.

In cities across the world,
researchers, planners and pol-
icymakers are examining the
many potential plus points of
cycling.

While the idea seems novel in
Isfahan, it has been tried with
success in many other cities
including London, Paris and
Amsterdam. Therefore making
the street more pedestrian-friend-
ly not only help to reducing air
pollution and congestion jam but
also encourage people to consider
bicycles as a clean vehicle.

As a supportive manner, Mayor
of Isfahan and some other ur-
ban officials have joined to this
campaign and ride bikes to offic-
es and their sessions across city.
The campaign is a point of uni-
ty between the government and
people; it promotes social capital
and unity; it is different from oth-
er campaigns in that all enjoy the
benefits.

The movement is going to change
people’s mindset, particularly the
educated and the lovers of envi-
ronment, to assume responsibili-
ty for their society.

This grassroots movement has
been supported by many organi-
zations.
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1SI Nature school

ature schools have started their activities in various cities in Iran, and
Nthey have received a great welcome. Since December 2015, Kand-o Kav
institute, Nature School, has stablished with the help of Isfahan Industrial
University and Environmental groups in Isfahan.

'Mﬂq By rapid expansion
Beygi of virtual and in-
dustrial world, children spend
less time in nature. They spend
more time on surfing the net,
watching TV, playing with mo-
bile phones, etc. Today by grow-
ing industrial world, children
cannot experience the world, the
nature as well as before and it
causes not to have enough knowl-
edge about their world and the
nature. Nowadays, children’s
knowledge is limited to mass me-
dia, electronic and mass commu-
nication. Itis true that when there
is no experience, there is no love
and when there is no love, the
knowledge is not enough to con-
tinue. When the children cannot
experience the nature, the love
would not shape. So, being in na-
ture and experience it will help
children to improve their knowl-
edge about nature and its values.
When they find and realize how
valuable nature is, they would
love it more and protect it more
than before. This causes to have
an environmentalist generation
in future.Nature School is an edu-
cational approach, and program
of delivery, that has existed since
the late 1950s, with thousands of
programs expanding the world
over, starting in Denmark and
Sweden, moving through Scandi-
navia, onto Europe, China, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, the United
States, Canada, and now Iran.
Nature schools have started

their activities in various cities in
Iran, first one has established in
Mashhad, and they have gotten
a warm welcome. Since Decem-
ber 2015, Kand-o Kav institute,
Nature School, has established
with the help of Isfahan Industri-
al University and Environmental
groups in Isfahan.

In Kand-o Kav Nature School,
children spend anywhere a half
day outdoors in local woodlands
and green spaces, in various ur-
ban and near-urban parks, natu-
ral spaces adjacent to or on school
grounds, or natural playgrounds
and outdoor classrooms. Chil-
dren attending Kand-o Kav Na-
ture School have the opportunity
to learn in a natural environment
on a regular basis.

Kand-o Kav Nature School
programs adhere to the follow-
ing: regular and repeated access
to the same natural space, as
well as emergent, experiential,
inquiry-based, play-based, and
place-based learning. The de-
fining feature of this type of na-
ture-based education program is
that children are provided with
opportunities to build an on-go-
ing relationship with the land, to
a dedicated educator, to one an-
other, and to themselves through
this educational approach.

As Malone (2012, p. 2) cited in
her book, Place-Based Pedagogies
in Early Childhood and Primary
School Settings, “This change, sig-
nified by many teachers and par-

ents withdrawing their children
from parks, streets and commu-
nity facilities, is predominantly
fed by a culture of fear, insecurity
and litigation. This is in light of
current childhood research that
states by not allowing children
to participate in the life of their
communities, teachers and par-
ents are denying children the op-
portunity to develop the knowl-
edge, skills and experience to be
safe and confident to confront the
challenges complex urban envi-
ronments now present for them.

Why Kand-o Kav Nature
School is important? why now?
Well, two pressing concerns
make this school more important
than ever. First of all, research in-
dicates that youth participation in
outdoor activities has declined. It
has gotten to the point that, for
instance, in Iran the average child
spends “as few as 30 minutes of
unstructured outdoor play each
day,” but “more than seven hours
each day in front of an electronic
screen”. The second—and closely
related —concern is that child-
hood obesity rates have increased
and prescriptions for childhood
mental health problems (like
ADHD) have skyrocketed.

According to Mufnoz (2009),
while obesity and poor mental
health are complex problems,
researchers believe that—among
children— more screen-time and
less physical and outdoor play
are among the causes. As the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation (2014)
putsit, “our kids are out of shape,
tuned out and stressed out, be-
cause they’re missing something

Kand-o Kav
Nature
School

programs

adhere to
the following:
regular and
repeated
access to the
same natural
space, as well
as emergent,
experiential,
inquiry-based,
play-based,
and place-
based
learning

crucial to their health and de-
velopment: connection to the
natural world.” The evidence
suggests that viewing, interact-
ing with, and living in natural
environments can have multi-
ple effects on “reducing stress,
increasing patience, increasing
self-discipline, ~increasing ca-
pacity for attention, increasing
recovery for mental fatigue, or
from crisis and from psycho-
physiological imbalance,” (Rus-
sell etal., 2013, p. 482). Ina timely
way, Kand-o Kav Nature School
weaves together many elements
that help counteract the physical
and psycho-social deficits linked
to a sedentary lifestyle and dis-
connection from nature.

By including outdoor play,
Kand-o KavNature School can
heal and strengthen children’s
bodies through increased phys-
ical fitness, higher levels of vi-
tamin D, and better eyesight.
Kand-o Kav Nature School can
also heal and strengthen chil-
dren’s minds and relationships:
environmental education is
linked to better performance in
math, reading, writing, and lis-
tening and better critical think-
ing skills; and exposure to nature
can reduce ADHD symptoms.
Play and exposure to green
spaces can also reduce children’s
stress levels, protect their emo-
tional development, and en-
hance their social relations (Kuo
& Taylor, 2004; Ginsburg, 2007;
Weinstein et al., 2009; Children
& Nature Network, 2012).

Kand-o Kav Nature School
might also be a way to counter-
act children’s decreasing knowl-
edge of biodiversity and the
environment. By exposing chil-
dren to areas rich in biodiversi-
ty where they can learn about
environmental issues hands on,
Kand-o Kav can help children
become  well-informed and
caring stewards of the natural
world.

Kand-o Kav Nature School
educators are people who love
natural places, and they share
this love with children by bring-
ing them to those places to play
and learn. The outdoors is their
classroom, and they select and
tend it carefully. The Kand-o
Kav educator’s role is that of a
facilitator, one who moves from
active sparking of the children’s
interests into quiet observation
and planning,

Children’s experiences with
learning are defined by their
capacity for inspiration, innate
sense of exploration, strong de-
sire to learn through play, and
their level of engagement with
their surroundings. In Kand-o
Kav Nature School, a walk in
the woods becomes a fantastical
adventure where curiosity and
fascination guide a child’s spirit
of enchantment; where a stick
takes on a thousand magical
meanings; where learning ebbs
and flows, crossing multiple
subject areas; and where process
is valued as highly as outcome.

Intimate and meaningful
connection with the natural
world through Kand-o Kav
Nature School helps develop
a sense of “heart knowledge,”
which helps children tread the
landscape— figuratively and lit-
erally—moving from “I know”
to ”I care”. Helping children
recognize themselves as an im-
portant part of a larger whole
encourages them to develop an
ethic of care towards themselves,
others, and the more-than-hu-
man world.
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o 4 synagogue
Shemian B should be open to

every Jew who wishes to come
and pray. Not to mention that so-
cial status of these persons and
groups within the society is con-
sidered as an active minority to
hold and perform their ceremoni-
al acts.

Distinguishing social class
and socioeconomic status, with
reference to one’s sociocultural
background and achieved status
within the society will help us to
come to a view that their lengthy
presence here is preponderant.

There would be no charge for
entering but as a visitor or tourist
you can pay or donate some fee.
If you have not visited a syna-
gogue, whether on shabbas or the
other days, see the usher or the
attendant there.

Going through the entrance
door one passes a hall to reach
the very house. In some ones, one
can notice immediately that there
is separate seating for the genders

which has been built according to
Jewish Law.

The congregation gather, sit
and do the services in the interi-
or part arranged round the four
sides. The center point is a raised
area for the cantor to nominate or
minister.

The western wall and the ho-
liest part that shows direction of
prayers is decorated with artistic
works.

On different occasions Isfah-
ani Jews attend and take part in
synagogues’ services.

They show their presence
through their response and rec-
itations to the cantor when he
says one verse or on other dates
of the year as a united congrega-
tion either repeat or say another
verse in response.

If you are not somewhat fa-
miliar with prayers and differ-
ent sections, some prayer book
(siddur) will give you the rope to
which parts are said standing up
and some in sitting position.

ﬁ
= Y

Most  synagogues  unfor-
tunately operate at a financial
loss here and cannot afford to
accomodate everyone but by
constructive support of cultural
heritage, handicrafts and tourism
organization some renovation is
underway to give JOUBAREH
synagogues a new shape decent
for it.

After some incidents in re-
cent years, this effort that is to
say estimating expenditures and
technical issues in close attention
and supervising each one under
reparation will oblige us just to
adore.

The slum region from old to
nowadays time has become an
abode they have roots in it; hints
us the way they pulled up-put
down the roots.

Judaism is about living life.
The way we were interacted was
very impressing.

Having at least twenty syna-
gogues in Isfahan provice shows
their antiquity, lifestyle and their

T

o get an eyeful of synagogues, one should pass the lab-
yrinthine alleys from Haron Velayat to Atiq quare and

goose bazaar to reach the main jewish district of Isfahan.

The place of worship and gathering in Judaism is syna-

' gogue where every people from any class can attend.

Having at
least twenty
synagogues

in Isfahan

provice
shows their
antiquity,
lifestyle and
their ties with
other reli-
gious groups

Isiahan Synagogues: Symhol
of Friendship across Religions

ties with other religious groups.

We can mention for example
Rabbi Nisan, Rabbi Jacob, Shem-
oel and Elijah ... synagogues.

The point is that as Jews like
the other humans lead their lives
and works in a way to serve G-d
first and then the people which
comply with the Law; the ways
depicted in the holy Bible and
its main part 10 rules that em-
phasizes humanity and peace
among all.

In the light of the facts, spe-
cific recommendation by taking
all the above mentioned points
into consideration is that visiting
a synagogue would be effective
in which we can see our physi-
cal location has no relevance to
our status but what matters is
we establish a spiritual connec-
tion with people who has equal
opportunity to grow and Live
in a peaceful way not regarding
them as a foreigner.

So in this way we can show
our ties.

m A Most See Place

m As cleanliness is
desk an important pre-
requisite of religious activities,
bath houses have played an es-
sential ritual role in Islam since
the earliest times.

Ali Quli Aga Bathroom is a
bath house which is construct-
ed in the Safavid era.

It is located in the histor-
ic district of Bid Abad. This
well-maintained museum  of
Hammams is a worth look.

Ali Quli Aga Bathroom or
Hammam is one of the Isfah-
an’s tourist attractions.

It is not a world class monu-
ment which could urge you to
come to Isfahan.

But once you are already
there, having seen all major
attractions, and have an hour

to shed, visiting this public
bath might be an agreeable
option.

You will be amazed to discov-
er how similar this bath is to
the Roman terme, as far as its
inner structure, with the exact
analogues of caldario, tepidar-
io, frigidario, etc.

You should visit it especially
if you did not visit the Sul-
tan Mir Ahmed Hammam in
Kashan.

To get here, walk west from
Takhti Junction on Masjed-e
Sayyed St, and turn right
(north) down Ali Quli Aga St,
50m beyond the junction with
Tayab St.

Walk about 250m, turn right
inside a covered bazaar, and
then left at the mosque.

Baalbek is an ancient Phoe-

nician city located in what is
now modern day Lebannon,
north of Beirut, in the Beqgaa
Valley.

Inhabited as early as 9000
BCE, Baalbek grew into an
important pilgrimage  site
in the ancient world for the
worship of the Phoenician
sky-god Baal and his consort
Astarte, the Queen of Heaven
(the name ‘Baalbek’ means
Lord Baal of the Beqaa Val-
ley).

The center of the city was a
grand temple dedicated to
Astarte and Baal and the ruins
of this early temple remain to-
day beneath the later Roman
Temple of Jupiter Baal.

The city remained an oft-vis-
ited pilgrimage site until the
legitimization of Christianity
in the Roman Empire by Con-
stantine the Great (beginning
in 313 CE with the Edict of
Milan) after which, avoiding
the fate of some pagan sites
which were neglected or de-
stroyed, it was Christianized.
The Temple of Bacchus, still
extant, is larger than the Par-
thenon of Athens and all of
the temples of the Roman
complex (of Jupiter, Bacchus,
Venus, and Mercury) were
spared destruction during the
rise of Christianity through
their use as churches (only the
altar of Jupiter was torn down
by Theodosius I).

The temples continued in
their role as Christian places
of worship until the coming
of the Muslims in 637 CE.
Isfahan and Baalbek signed
the sister city agreement in
2000 to extend their ties in
urban services, education,
transportation, and etc. areas.
Besides Baalbek, Isfahan has
12 other sister cities across the
world.

Germany, Italy and
France send most
tourists to Iran

Most of the tourists who apply
for getting visa to visit Iran are
from Germany, Italy and France,
the head of Iranian Tour Op-
erators Association, Ebra- him
Pourfaraj, told IRNA on Thurs-
day. “Not taking religious tour-
ists [visiting holy shrines] into
account, Europeans rank first
among tourists who visit the
country,” he said. The number of
foreign tourists who visited Iran
was doubled after the nuclear
agreement in January 2016, he
said. Earlier this month, Cultural
Heritage, Tourism, and Handi-
craft Organization Director Ma-
soud Soltanifar announced that
Iran has increased its visa on ar-
rival extension from 1 month to
3 months. For the time being,
citizens of 190 countries can
obtain visa on arrival at the
country’s airports with one-
month validation, he added. In
October 2015, Soltanifar said
the easing of visa rules was
opening the door for the return
of foreign tourists to Iran. The
number of foreigners visiting
Iran has grown 12 percent in
each of the past two years. In
2014, Iran hosted over five mil-
lion tourists, bringing in some
$7.5 billion in revenue.

[— |
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Baalbek
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ment in
2000 to
extend
their ties
in urban
services,
education,
transpor-
tation,
and etc.
areas
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mentation
of many
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structure
devel-
opment
projects
in the
country
should
come
under
operation
by 2 or 3
years

Isfahan Japan to
Cooperate in Economic

Isfahan cooperation with Japan
will be developed in the fields
of environmental, economic and
tourism.

“In a meeting with the Japan’s
deputy and representative of
JFE Holding , we discussed more
Isfahan and Japan cooperation
in fields of clean energy produc-
tion, commercial transactions
and attract investment in Isfahan
Chamber of Commerce,” Board
of Directors of Isfahan Chamber
stated.

“According to the high capaci-
ty of Tourism infrastructure in
Isfahan, Japanese staff can
make investment in Tourism
infrastructure in Isfahan prov-
ince,” Qasem Ali Jabari contin-
ued.

On his part, Japan’s deputy of
Holding pointed out that ener-
gy production from waste is one
of the Holding’s capacities and
stated that the company’s tech-
nology in the production of ener-
gy is from waste fuel and we are
ready to invest in Isfahan.

“Japan wants to establish a
holding agency in Iran and
work closely with businesses,
particularly in Isfahan ithe field
of buying clinker raw material
cement production,” Hidenari
Yamada pointed out.

Italians Willing to
Implement Isfahan’s
Cultural Complex

IRNA- On Monday, General
Manager of Projects in Iran’s
Ministry of Culture and Islam-
ic Guidance stated that Italian
companies announced their
readiness to participate in the
implementation of Isfahan’s
great cultural compelex and
other such culture and art plans
through Finance.

“The first contract has just been
signed in this area; however,
because Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance is under
sanctions, it is not possible to
run it.

Of course, correspondence with
the State Department to inves-
tigate the reasons for this has
been done,” Masud Memar
mentioned.

“According to the govern-
ment’s circular on the use of Fi-
nancial capacity for implement-
ing the projects, Ministry of
Culture and Islamic Guidance
has entered and is trying to ac-
complish all the semi-finished
projects and finished-ones”, he
added.

“The  implementation  of
many infrastructure develop-
ment projects in the country
should come under operation
by 2 or 3 years, based on the
schedule.

But due to credit prob-
lems, some of these projects
will last between 8-10 years
to be launched”, Memar
said.

“I hope the implementation
of projects by resolving the
existence problems and us-
ing the Finance take double
speed,” General Manager of
Projects in Iran’s Ministry of
Culture and Islamic Guidance
asserted.

IRNA

oint meeting with the General Governor and a number of new foreign

ambassadors of our country in abroad and a number of economic offi-

cials in Isfahan province was held on Thursday evening.

At the meeting the ambassadors
of Islamic Republic of Iran in Kyr-
gyzstan, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Tanzania, Uganda, Namibia, Mace-
donia, Zimbabwe, Mauritania and
Azerbaijan as well as the new Consul
General of the Embassy of Iran in the
cities of Milan, Istanbul, Turkey, Kan-

dahar, Afghanistan, Almaty, Kazakh-
stan, and Hyderabad, India, attended.
Financial, commercial and tourism
activists considered the development
strategies in cooperation with the
embassies of the country; and in this
respect, they exchanged with new
ambassadors.

In the meeting, Superintendent
of Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated
that nuclear deal and recognition of
its right to enrich nuclear, and also
expanding international communi-
cations is a major achievement in the
implementation of Brjam and added
that Barjam Should be a great achieve-
ment for our country’s prosperity.
Rasoul Zargar Pour by noticing to the
existence of 20 thousand cultural mon-
ument in the province and the prov-

ince’s privileged position in the
tourism industry said that the sta-
tistics of foreign tourists have vis-
ited this province than 2013 has
tripled.

In the following, by pointing to
the prepare proposals for foreign
investment in the provinceand, Is-
fahan General Governor declared
that we have prepared 100 projects
worth more than 9 billion euros for

foreign investment.

He announced that the begin-
ning of the construction of a hospi-
tal with a capacity of one thousand
hospital beds by Italian investors
and stated that the hospital will
be built with a credit of 20 million
euros.

mA Great Honor of Persian Art

Mahmoud Farshchian is a master of
Persian painting and miniatures.
He was born on January 24th, 1930
in Isfahan.

His father was a rug merchant, and
also he was an art aficionado who
instilled a love for the arts in Mah-
moud, his son.

Mamoud showed an interest in arts
and for several years he studied the
tutelage of Haji Mirza-Aqa Emami
and Isa Bahadori.

Mahmoud Farshchian received his
diploma from Isfahan’s fine arts
high school, and after that he left
Iran for Europe in order to study the
works of great Western masters of
Painting,

Finally, Mahmoud Farshchian de-

veloped an innovative artistic style
with universal appeal.

Master Farshchian is the founder of
his own school in Iranian Painting
that adheres to classical from while
making use of new techniques to
broaden the scope of Iranian paint-
ing.

Mahmoud Farshchian has brought
new life to this art form has freed
it from the symbiotic relationship
it has historically had with poetry
and literature, to give it an inde-
pendence it had not previously en-
joyed.

His powerful and innovative paint-
ings are dynamic, expansive and
vibrant canvases with an appealing
fusion of the traditional and the

modern, which are constituents of

his unique style of painting,.
Mahmoud Farshchian has played
a decisive role in introducing Ira-
nian art to the international art
scene.

Master Farshchian has been in-
vited to speak and exhibit at
numerous universities and art
institutes.

There have been six books and
countless articles published about
Farshchian’s works.

In 2007 British-Omani designer
Amr Aliused Farschian’s paint-
ing The Fifth Day of Creation as
the main influence for his collec-
tion presented at London Fashion
Week.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK /& imna

B Funeral Held in
Isfahan for
Unknown Martyrs

Isfahan - Funeral processions were held in
different parts of Iran last week for mar-
tyrs whose remains have been recently un-
earthed some 30 years after the end of the
Iraqi imposed war on Iran.

In Isfahan also a funeral was held in Isfa-
han, for five unknown martyrs and also
ones whose identities had been recog-
nized. Many people attended in this cere-
mony and paid respect to martyrs.

Iraq, under former dictator Saddam Hus-
sein, invaded Iran on September 22, 1980,
imposing a bitter eight-year war on its

eastern neighbor.
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