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Isfahan, Sweden Sign
Agreement on
Development of Public
Transport

|Isfahan Announced Iran’s
Child- friendly Capital

City of
Palaces

Under Shah Abbas the Great,
Isfahan became the official
capital in 1597-98 and remained
so until the demise of the Safa-
vids in 1722. A series of import-
ant construction projects were
initiated then. The central part
of the city—the vast Maydan-e
Nagsh-e Jahan (Image of the
World Square)—was planned
to be surrounded with markets,
palaces, caravanserais and
mosques. However, today only
a handful of these building and
palaces have left from Safavid
era.

Page3

Hamidreza Nikomaram
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Citroen, Kashan’s
SAIPA Seal JV deal

Citroen cars will roll off an assembly
line in Iran starting from 2018, under
a deal between French automaker
PSA and Iran’s SAIPA finalise, PSA
said. The joint venture, in which
PSA and SAIPA will each have a 50
percent stake...

City 02

Last Yellowcake
Consignment Arrives
in Isfahan

Iran received the final consignment
of a 149-ton shipment of uranium
from Russia as part of its 2015 nuclear
agreement with the P5+1 group ...

04

Isfahan; Heart of
Peaceful Co- existence
of Religions

In a meeting with leaders and cler-
gymen of the monotheistic religions,
Isfahan governor general said that
the world must know Isfahan, a city
known as half the world...

e® 000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

.
%00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

www.isfahanziba.ir / www.isftimes.ir




02

Isfahan, Sweden Sign
Agreement on
Development of
Public Transport

F_ Istahan's  mayor,
desk Mahdi Jamali Ne-
jad, in a meeting with Prime
Minister of Sweden signed an
agreement on the development
of public transport and rail in-
frastructure.

“In Isfahan's municipality, we
are always trying to foster a bet-
ter relationship with the people.
we consider ourselves as imme-
diate servants of the people's
demands and we are looking to
hear the needs of different seg-
ments of the society. And in this
regard, we have tried our best
to properly fulfill our responsi-
bilities,” he added.
“Isfahanians love their city and
every year more people come
here to stay and work, so we
can't ignore the fact that the
city's population is on the rise,”
Jamali Nejad emphasized.
Isfahan’s mayor said that one of
our problems is urban develop-
ment while every day hundreds
of cars are plated and streets are

packed with cars; and this issue

has caused air pollution.
“People’s quality of life is very
important for us; we can't ex-
pect them to abandon a specif-
ic type of transportation while
we haven't thought of a good
substitute for it yet. For exam-
ple, the people may not prefer
personal vehicles for urban
trips but in this regard, we have
failed to properly provide alter-
native ways of transportation,”
the mayor asserted.
Jamalinejad also said that
alongside urban public trans-
port developments, Isfahan has
also started different cultural
movements; a good example of
a successful one in this field is
the "save Isfahan's air" move-
ment.

“In the same vein as the first
metropolitan city of Iran to
meet with Stefan Lofven, Swe-
den prime minister, we have
signed a contract to develop
public transport and rail infra-
structure,” he added.

“With this agreement, we have
demonstrated our determina-
tion to facilitate urban move-
ment and reduce traffic jam.
We will use every opportunity
to reach this goal. The signed
contract will be very helpful in
tram development and trans-
portation,” Jamalinejad said.
“We seek to develop transport
infrastructure in metropolitan
Isfahan and in this regard, we
have added 150 Ario vehicles in
our taxi division and plan to op-
erationalize SanaSafar system,”
he pointed out.

SUNDAY. 18 FEB 2017

Vol.01|No.14

|sfahan Announced Iran’s
Child- friendly Capital

The head of Iran's children's fund (UNICEF), along with some repre-

sentatives from the ministry of interior, in meeting with Mahdi Jamali

Nejad, the mayor, announced Isfahan as Iran’s child- friendly capital.

FH Will Parks, UNICEF
desk representative in Iran,
in the sidelines of this meeting talk-
ed about how much information he
had gathered before travelling to
Isfahan. “I was very eager to visit
Isfahan for it was heavily recom-
mended in my country and I'm
very happy to be here right now,”
he said.

“Investigating Isfahan's potentials
and capacities as the child friendly
capital of Iran was the main topic in
the meeting with the mayor and it
was decided that they work to op-
erationalize these capacities for the
first time in the country in Isfahan,”
Will Parks added.

“In this visit the necessary advises
for improvement will be given to
municipality to enhance child sup-
port plans in action UNICEF sup-
port in the field of child- friendly

cities is mostly made of technical
support, in this instance giving the
latest books about this issue can be
a good example,” UICEF represen-
tative in Iran stated.

Parks also said that the UNICEF
name in the municipality of Isfah-
an could have many advantages for
the city and its mayor since it will
give the activities more authority.
He emphasized that in the context
of child- friendly city, Isfahan has
the necessary capacity to lead oth-
er world cities to follow in its foot-
steps.

Ahmad Azaram Niya, undersec-
retary of international information
center and international affairs of
department of the interior, in his
part said that ministry of interior
intends to use Isfahan as the exper-
imental child- friendly city in the
country and later use the initiatives

and actions done here and apply it
to all over the country.

Stating that our request from
UNICEF is to identify Isfahan's
strength and weaknesses in con-
trast to other world leading child-
friendly cities, He asked Will Parks
to introduce some of the most suc-
cessful countries in this regard as a
pattern. “The ministry of interior
had a long and fruitful cooperation
with the UNICEEF in the past, said.
The documents of project coopera-
tion with UNICEF in different fields
related to education of children in
time of crisis, reducing children's
accidents on the road and creating
mother and child- friendly spaces
were signed to expand our cooper-
ation in these fields,” he added.

He stated that Isfahan's munici-
pality has taken the initiative to
make the city child- friendly; “For
three years Isfahan's municipality,
has taken effective and major steps
in this regard and they have our
thanks for these definitive material

and spiritual actions.”
Undersecretary of international in-
formation center and international
affairs of department of the interi-
or, said that a very positive ground
for cooperation of UNICEF with Is-
fahan's municipality is established
here and we in the ministry of the
interior will do our best to provide
the necessary facilities for the ful-
fillment of this agreement.

Fatima Javani, chief of organiza-
tions and international affairs of
interior ministry, in this meeting
apricated both Isfahan's mayor un-
relenting support for the project of
child- friendly city and the techni-
cal team behind this idea in Isfah-
an's municipality. “With sending
the plans for a child- friendly city
and acquiring UNISEF's aid Isfa-
han has paved the way for other
cities and as we speak other cities
such as Sary and Arak have peti-
tioned to join the initiative for a
child- friendly city,” she added.
“In the international affairs of the
interior ministry with regards to
our position and responsibilities
to use the international and regi-
nal potentials in the country we
are ready to receive your plans
and suggestions to improve Isfah-
an and other cities in our country
even more,” chief of organizations
and international affairs of interior
ministry.

Also, Mahdi Jamali Nejad, Isfah-
an's mayor talked about Isfahan
city and provenance traits and as-
serted that although Isfahan has
recently joined the world creative
cities network we still managed to
present Isfahan as a creative city for
more than a hundred years thanks
to our incredible historical sites.

“I hope UNISEF representative in
Isfahan can bolster these positive
traits in this city and be a starting
point for a master plan in relation
to Children and their support,” he
said. “We have lots of experience
in operationalization of different
master plans in Isfahan and we can
use this experience for children's
programs too,” Mahdi Jamali Ne-
jad added. He acknowledged the
kids film festival in Isfahan as one
of the most valuable undertakings
for this stratum of society and said
that holding such festivals shows
Isfahan's special attention to chil-
dren and adolescents; this is also
a sign of Isfahan's dedication and
expertise in this field. “I hope with
a more vigorous cooperation with
UNISEF and other organizations
Isfahan will be known as a success-
ful pilot for child friendly city in
our country and region,” Isfahan’s
mayor emphasized.

mLast Yellowcake Consignment Arrives in Isfahan

Iran received the final consignment of
a 149-ton shipment of uranium from
Russia as part of its 2015 nuclear agree-
ment with the P5+1 group of countries,
the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEQ]) said on 7 February 2017. Asghar
Zare'an, special assistant to head of the
AEOI Ali Akbar Salehi, told reporters
that 31 tons of yellowcake had arrived
in the central Iranian city of Isfahan from
Russia, Press TV reported. Iran has so far
imported 359 tons of concentrated ura-
nium, also known as yellowcake, after
the implementation of the landmark nu-
clear deal, known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), in July
2015. The first of the four yellowcake
consignments arrived in Iran on Janu-
ary 26 by plane. Meanwhile, the AEOI
spokesman, Behrouz Kamalvandji, also
said that Iran had produced 50 tons of
yellowcake over the past 12-13 years.

He added that the 149-ton consignment
shipped to the country is nearly three
times more than the total amount of
uranium produced inside the country
over the past few years. Kamalvandi
also announced plans to increase explo-
ration and extraction activities and said
uranium at Iran’s mines are of a lower
grade than those in Canada, Australia,
Kazakhstan and some African coun-
tries “but this issue does not mean that
we are not able to use such material”.
Iran and the five permanent members
of the United Nations Security Coun-
cil - the United States, France, Britain,
Russia and China plus Germany -
started implementing the JCPOA on
January 16, 2016. Under the nuclear
agreement, Iran undertook to put limita-
tions on its nuclear program in exchange
for the removal of nuclear-related sanc-
tions imposed against Tehran.
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City of Palaces

Under Shah Abbas the Great, Isfahan became the official capital in 1597-98 and remained so until the demise of the Safavids in
1722. A series of important construction projects were initiated then. The central part of the city —the vast Maydan-e Naqsh-e

Jahan (Image of the World Square) —was planned to be surrounded with markets, palaces, caravanserais and mosques. However,
today only a handful of these building and palaces have left from Safavid era.

ASHRAF HALL
This splendid palace,
Afshar B which was built by
Shah Abass IT and completed by Shah
Soleyman, is located in Ostandari St.
and is situated to the west of Ali
Qapu palace and est of Hasht beh-
hesht palace. The name of this very
beautiful monuments from the Safa-
vid era means “splendid Hall” which
some believe that the building has
something to do with Ashraf Afghan

CHEHEL SOTOUN

Chehel Sotoun is a Safavid pavilion
located in the middle of a large gar-
den(Bagh-e Chehel Sotun) and at the
end of a long pool. This lovely gar-
den and its palace is situated in west
of Nagsh-e-Jahan Square and the
east of Chahar Bagh Abbasi St. .The
palace was erected by the command
of Shah Abbas I and was complet-
ed by Shah Abbas I1.The entrance
of building is a portico supported
by the twenty slender wooden col-
umns. Chehel Sotoun means “forty
pillars” because the reflection of the
twenty pillars of the hall in the pool
opposite the palace brings about
a illusion of forty pillars but it can
also refer to the fact that the word
‘forty’ means ‘many’ in Persian and
this word expressed respect and ad-
miration. The most marvellous fea-
ture of the pavilion is that it contains
many brilliant frescoes and paint-
ings. These paintings portrait some
historical scenes of the Safavid and

HASHT BEHESHT

Hasht Behesht meaning Eight
Paradises is another wonderful
Safavid edifice which is located in
the center of the Garden of Night-
ingales (the Bagh-e Bulbul) and in
opposite to Abbasi Hotel and Ba-
zaar Honar. The garden in which
the mansion is located, was part
of the great garden of Nagshe Jah-
an. Shah Ismail I built this garden
which at the time of his successors,
especially Shah Abbas I, was split
into multiple pieces.
This palace which in former times
was called the world’s most beau-
tiful palace was built during Shah
Suleiman and renovated by Fath-
ali Shah Qajar in the 19th century
and used as residential palace by
Zele Sultan who did not maintain
ornamentations of the palace. The
original palace was decorated with

because when Isfahan was ruled by
Afghanis whose leader, Ashraf,
made this building his headquarters.
Butaccording to the researches which
have done, the name in fact related to
the fine gold leaf used in its ornamen-
tation. This palace is particularly re-
markable for its ceiling which is 11
meters high. It has a flat roof but an
arched inner ceiling, decorated with
gold and azure colored plasters. To-
day what is remained of this palace is

P i
Afsharid era such as: the armies of
Shah Ismail battle with the Uzbeks;
Nader Shah battles Sultan Moham-
med; Shah Abbas II welcomes King
Nader Khan of Turkestan; Shah Is-
mail battles Sultan Selim; and Shah
Tahmasp welcomes Humayun, the
Indian prince.

Fearing that Naser al-Din Shah
Qajar, chose Isfahan as capital,
Zele Sultan the governer of Isfahan

beautiful gilded mosaics, mirror
work, plaster work, and paintings,
but unfortunately Zele Sultan cov-
ered major parts of these original
decorations with plaster. To this
end they hammered the old lay-
er and then covered the original
layer with new layer of plaster
and redecorated it with inartistic
designs. Today new layer of Zele
Sultan is removed and the original
layer is repaired.

This two-storied building is about
14 meters high and is founded on
an octagonal base.

The octagonal formed buildings
are divided into nine sections
such that a central chamber is sur-
rounded by other eight chambers;
there are 4 chambers in every cor-
ner of every floor.

Great efforts have been made to
employ patterns and symbols de-

a large hall and two adjoining cham-
bers, decorated in the best techniques
of Safavid art. This Safavid palace
was used as residential place of kings
and their harem. In the early years of
World War II this palace was used as
storehouse by military armies. Today
[I only a large hall and two adjoining
chambers remains of this splendid
palace which is closed to the public
and is used for international and cer-
emonial gatherings in Isfahan.

ruined near fourty Safavid Palac-
es and gardens such as Haft Dast
(Seven Hands), Namakdan pavilion
(the salt cellar) and Aineh Khaneh
palace. Ali Qapu, Chehel Sutun and
Hasht Behesht were restored by Is-
MEQ - Istituto Italiano per il Medio
ed Estremo Oriente for NOCHMI
- National Organization for Con-
servation of Historic Monuments of
Iran.

e . y
rived from the number “Eight”
according to the name of the pal-
ace. The central pond is octagonal,
and also the floor is covered with
octagonal bricks, all inspired by
this number. The eight divisions
and octagonal forms represent the
eight levels of paradise for Mus-
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I Ali Qapit which literally means !
1 . . 1
, "high gateway" is a grand palace ,
I located on the western side of the !
: Nagsh-e Jahan Square and oppo- :
I site to Sheikh Lotf allah Mosque. !
: Researches have revealed that Ali :
I Qapt was built in several stages !
: but the evidences show that the ,
I palace was built by decree of Shah !
: Abbas the Great, and was original- :
ly designed as a vast portal and :
entrance to the Safavid palaces
which stretched from the Maidan !
Nagsh-e-Jahan to the Chahar Bagh :
Boulevard. It has seven floors '
which the lower passageway :
served as a gateway to the Safa—:
vid palaces, and the upper levels ,
were used for royal receptions and :
entertainments. On the third floor ,
there is an open portico with a roof :
supported by eighteen wooden ,
columns which were covered with !
mirrors, and its ceiling is decorated :
with great paintings. Behind this :
portico there is a magnificent hall
and a series of rooms with complex :
moqarnas vaults. This floor was
generally used by Shah Abbas for :
entertaining his official guests. The ,
Largest rooms are found on the six :
floor which was called the music ,
and sound room.These rooms were :
used for private parties and for the ;
King's musicians. The stuccowork :
and cut out decorations on the roofs
and walls of these rooms, in addi- :
tion to ornamentation, were used ,
to prevent echoes and to produce :
clear sounds of the singing and ,
musical instruments. Every floors :
has its especial ornamentation and
: decoration and walls are covered :
, with paintings attributed to Reza ,
! Abbassi, the famous painter of Sa- :
favid era. From the upper galleries, ,
the Safavid rulers and their guests :
watched polo, horse-racing, marks- |
manship, and wild animal combats :
in the square below.

lims.
The interior of the building are

decorated with frescos, mirror
work and stucco work, most of
which were damaged during the
Qajarid era and the outer side of
palace is decorated with interest-

ing tile work.

Most of
the
palaces
in Isfahan
date back
to Safavid
era

famous village called Mesr- the
Arabic name of Egypt. This is
“Mest” but there are not any Nile
river, Pyramids, Sphinx and Pha-
raohs. The village of Mesr is locat-
ed in 45 kilometers to the east of
Jandagh and 45 kilometers to the
north of Khoor, in south of the
Iran big desert so its weather is hot
and torrid. It is a small island in
the sand, somewhere in the heart
of Iran’s central desert. Mesr, the
hot villages in the central desert
are one of the favorite types of
ecotourism in Iran, visited by
many Iranian and foreign eco
tourists every year. Khour, Mesr
and Garme are the widely known
areas located in the southern part
of the desert which deserve more
attention. Perhaps Mesr village
is one of the amazing natural
highlights of Persia especially for
those who enjoy experiencing the
rough but beautiful nature of the
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desert. Mesr is best known for its
unique sand hills. The sand hills
around the village are known as
thrones since the strong winds
have flattened the surface form-
ing peculiar and attractive shapes.
Takht-e Aroos and Takh-e-Abba-
si are among the most famous flat
hills in the area. Mesr surprises
you at first glimpse by structure
of the streets. Unlike many oth-
er Iranian villages, Mest’s roads
and streets are neither tight nor
old. Instead, they are wide and
clean, decorated on two sides by
traditional houses, wind-catchers
and palm trees while the water of
Qanat runs in between.

To get to these flat sand hills,
you have to drive some short
distance through the desert. Once
on the top of each sand throne,
you get an amazing view of the
village and the desert. Reaching
Mesr is easy, although you need
to change direction several times
from major cities of Iran, around
250 kilometers drive onto the
Naein-Tabas road from Esfah-
an west to east. After passing
Farokhi and Nasrabad villages,
there is a sign showing off-road
direction:"Toward Mesr." All in
all, it is 420 km from Isfahan.

Let's Travel to
World Oldest Brick
Castle

As you arrived in Isfahan from
Fars province road, the first
monument you see will be Iza-
dkhast historical castle which is
so similar to Bam (An enormous
citadel located on the Silk Road
in Kerman province). This castle
is located on top of a huge cliff
and there are many small hous-
es and tight alleys in the castle.
The monument dates back to
Sasani era. One of the most im-
portant things about this castle is
its notable safety and it’s due to
a big trench which was dogged
around it so it was one of the
safest places in old centuries.
Izadkhst historical castle (located
in izadkhast village, Abade city)
is the oldest and second biggest
castles of the world after Bam cit-
adel. The most spectacular places
of the monument are its stepped
houses which are without yard.
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The village
of Mesr
is located

in the Iran
big desert
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Kashan
plant
would
start
produc-
ing three
vehicles
adapted
to the
[ranian
market in
2018

Citroen, Kashan’s
SAIPA Seal JV deal

m Citroen cars will roll off
desk an assembly line in
Iran starting from 2018, under a deal
between French automaker PSA and
Iran's SAIPA finalise, PSA said.

The joint venture, in which PSA and
SAIPA will each have a 50 percent
stake, will see cars produced at a
plant in Kashan, some 200 kilome-
tres (120 miles) north of Isfahn. PSA
chief executive Carlos Tavares visited
Kashan to sign the deal, which fol-
lows a landmark nuclear agreement
between Iran and world powers
in 2015 that opened up one of the
world's last untapped markets to
global business. The Kashan plant is
used to produce Citroen cars but has
not made one since the start of the
decade. The two firms plan to invest
"more than 300 million euros ($335
million) in manufacturing and R &
D capacity over the next five years,"
PSA said in a statement. The move
follows PSA's 400-million-euro deal
in June with Khodro to build 200,000
Peugeot vehicles a year in Iran by
2018. PSA, which also produce d
cars under the luxury DS brand, quit
Iran in 2012 under pressure from
international sanctions that hit Iran's
manufacturing sector hard. It said
it would start exporting cars to Iran
from early 2017, and the Kashan plant
would start producing three vehicles
adapted to the Iranian market in
2018. "Citroen models will be sold
throughout the country," it said.

|sfahan; Heart of Peaceful
Co- existence of Religions

In a meeting with leaders and clergymen of the monotheistic religions, Isfahan governor general

said that the world must know Isfahan, a city known as half the world, is the heart of peaceful

co- existence of monotheistic religions. Therefore, this administration will try its best to revive

Safakhaneh- a building in which followers of different Abrahamic religions converse peacefully.

m Rasool  Zargar-
desk poor said that the
main purpose of holding this
meeting is to create unity, har-
mony, consonance and confor-

mity between the followers of
monotheistic religions.

Isfahan  governor  general
while saying the central fo-
cus here is to create unity and
harmony, added that we live
in a country that has a seven
thousand years' history, Iran

has been one of the centers of

world civilization.

“Iran has a scientific, ener-
gized, artistic and hardwork-
ing people who have tried
their best to export our legacy
to the world,” he added.
Rasool Zargarpoor added that

with the returning of Imam
Khomeini to Iran, these mat-
ters were reinvigorated and
found new depths; and Islamic
revolution movement which
was started at June 5, 1963 led
to the 1979 revolution and start
of the Islamic government.
“Independence, freedom and
Islamic republic was the slo-
gan of the revolution. Indepen-
dence means not being reliant
on others, freedom means that
people are free to live under
the rules of Islam and Islamic
republic are established politi-
cal system,” Isfahan governor
general added.

He summarized the achieve-
ments of Islamic revolution
and administration of pru-
dence and hope and said that
today Islamic Republic is the
dominant power in the re-
gion and Islamic government
in all these years despite all
the conspiracies, sanctions
and assassinations has grown
more powerful, resilient and is
thriving better than before.
While saying that Iran has
turned to the island of peace
in the region of blood and war,
Isfahan governor added that
Iran is a major player in the re-
gion and also in international
affairs.

Pointing to Iran's achieve-
ments in various fields of sci-
ence, defense, and agriculture,
he said that there are short-

comings and problems in the
country but the achievements
and successes of the regime
outweigh them.

Zargarpoor stated that the
peaceful coexistence of mono-
theistic religions all around
the country is not just a show.
The followers of monotheis-
tic religions in Iran are free in
holding their ceremonies and
sermons and live here with
complete satisfaction.
Isfahan's governor general
stated today's meeting of dif-
ferent monotheistic religion's
clergy and leaders is a new
movement in Isfahan that
managed to strengthen friend-
ships. “We are proud that Isfa-
han is known in the world as
a city in which monotheistic
religions live together in peace
and harmony,” he asserted.
Zargarpoor stated that Isfah-
an is proud of having a Safa-
khaneh for as long as a hun-
dred years. “This is a symbol
of unity for monotheistic reli-
gions and I will try his best to
revive Safakhaneh in this city
and hope that such friendships
deepen every day,” Isfahan
governor general added.

He said the followers of dif-
ferent monotheistic religions
participated in the revolution
and sacred defense and they
all call for the progress of the
country and this province in
all spheres.
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M Iran Celebrates Its Revolution
On Friday, February 10, like other cities of Iran, Isfahan celebrated the 38th anniversary of the
Islamic Revolution. Thousands took to the streets in Isfahan and all other cities across the province,
showing their dissatisfaction with the new U.S. administration and renewing allegiance to the
Islamic Republic. @ Hamidreza Nikomaram




