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Let’'s address the issues; not Special Interest.

M.Mehdi Asgarpour

O of the Diy Rames in 1Ens Chema who JLated Ny
worh 0 the 19803 with dhoet documentaries - now the

Asghar Farhadi

The Iving embodiment of lian's present neorealist
Cinema with an original stybe - and the fiest Uanian to
wn an Oscar

Abbas Kiarostami

Ose of the mont internationslly sdenired Wanlsn
ety for decades - Ot 10 Mention an ion of ityle.

Iranian luminaries of cinema say
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Majid Majidi

A fimmaker That shows emotions and hamanitansn
WA I N WOk Meayy with an epe 0 The drvine
Burity of (hideen.

Rakhshan Bani-E'temad

The Fist Lady of ankan Cinema’. het work Is marked by
& wong ol and poltical conciowiness, and 3
Commitment to reflecting the realities of the dady bers
of iraniant.

Reza Mirkarimi

One of the most bold iranksn drecton. focuting on
Paiman valurs and the valos of Wy in Ny work. Wis flm
Today 1 UaN'S ubminuan to the 2015 Academy Awards.
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Intangible Cultural Heritage

Tangible culture is the counterpart of cul-
ture which is tangible or touchable, where-
as intangible culture includes song, music,
drama, skills, crafts, and the other parts of
culture

that can be recorded but cannot be touched
and interacted with, without a vehicle for
the culture. So,Cultural heritage does not
end at monuments and collections of ob-
jects.

It also includes traditions or living expres-
sions inherited from our ancestors and
passed on to our descendants, such as oral
traditions,performing arts, social practices,
rituals, festive events, knowledge and prac-
tices concerning nature and the universe or
the knowledge and skills to produce tradi-
tional crafts.

While fragile, intangible cultural heritage is
an important factor in maintaining cultural
diversity in the face of growing globaliza-
tion. An understanding of the intangible
cultural heritage of different communities
helps with intercultural dialogue, and en-
courages mutual respect for other ways of
life.The importance of intangible cultural
heritage is not the cultural manifestation
itself but rather the wealth of knowledge
and skills that is transmitted through it
from one generation to the next. The social
and economic value of this transmission of
knowledge is relevant for minority groups
and for mainstream social groups within a
State, and is as important for developing
States as for developed ones.

Intangible cultural heritage is:
Traditional, contemporary and living at
the same time: intangible cultural heritage
does not only represent inherited traditions
from the past but also contemporary rural
and urban practices, in which diverse cul-
tural groups take part;

The Inter-City Intangible Cultural Co-
operation Network (ICCN) is the only
international organization of local gov-
ernments and cultural organizations
that aim to safeguard the world’s Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage. ICCN has 40 lo-
cal governments as Full members and
25 cultural institutes, local NGOs and
some specialized organizations for safe-
guarding intangible cultures as Associate
members from 39 countries.

The organs of the ICCN are General As-
sembly, Executive Board, International
Advisory Committee, and Secretariat
The ICCN established as a platform for
the world-wide collaboration of mayors
and local authorities for the safeguard-
ing of the intangible cultural heritage as
a vital component of sustainable devel-
opment. The initiative for the creation of
the ICCN was started at the first Interna-
tional Round Table of Mayors, in Gang-
neung City, Republic of Korea in 2004. As
the following action, the participants of
the 2008 Round Table of Mayors unani-
mously agreed to the official founding of
the ICCN in Egypt.

The ICCN and its members have been
working to explore creative and effec-
tive policies for the safeguarding of lo-
cal Intangible Cultural Heritage and its
inseparable relation to local sustainable
development. Furthermore, we aim to
make cultural peace based on mutual
understanding formed through inter-
cultural dialogue. We are committed to
action-oriented policies concerning the
safeguarding of intangible cultural heri-
tage and aims;

-To formulate and implement balanced
developmental and cultural policies, in
which sustainable development and the
safeguarding of intangible heritage rank
as priorities among local governments,
-To incorporate and implement the
UNESCO Convention 2003 for the Safe-

B ief Introduction of ICCN §

guarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage,
-To promote the relationship between
local communities and local govern-
ments in regards to the safeguarding
of intangible cultural heritage, and to
improve awareness as to why such re-
lationships are fundamentally necessary
world-wide,

-To meet challenges of globalization as
they affect cultural diversity, and to pre-
serve the cultural diversity of communi-
ties consisting of unique, invaluable and
local traditional cultures.

The ICCN notes that Intangible Cultural
Heritage is under threat from indiscreet
globalization and unsustainable devel-
opmental policies. Considering that local
governments are the first actors at the
forefront for the safeguarding of Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage, we are taking
appropriate measures to develop strate-
gies and working to explore creative and
effective policies in this area.

The major activities of ICCN are fol-
lowed;

| Advocacy(policy making):

General Assembly, Thematic Workshop

ISustainable Local Development(Creative
Economy)

ICCN World Intangible Culture Festival

(1st in Gangneung, Korea, 2012/ 2nd in
Isfahan, Iran, 2014)

| Youth Activity(Raise awareness and
transmission to Young Generation)

ICCN International Youth forum
| Building Mutual Understanding

Bilateral Cultural Exchanges among
ICCN Members

| Community Capacity Building

Cooperation with cultural expert orga-
nizations of regional, national and inter-
national level

| Cultural Reconciliation (Cultural Peace)

History
M 2013 6th Thematic Workshop/3rd
ICCN International Youth Forum in Du-
brovnik, Croatia

Theme: “Youth in safeguarding Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage”

M 2012 2nd ICCN General Assembly/ 3rd
ICCN International Youth Forum in Gang-
neung, Korea

Theme: “The current status of the im-
plementation of the UNESCO 2003 Con-
vention at a local government level and
its contribution for sustainable local de-
velopment”

1st ICCN WORLD INTANGIBLE CULTURAL
FESTIVAL (Gangneung, Korea)

M 2012 Accredited as an Advisory NGO
to the Intergovernmental Committee of
UNESCO (June 7)

M 2011 5th Thematic Workshop/2nd
ICCN International Youth Forum in Gan-
nat, France

Theme: “How partnership between Lo-
cal governments, NGOs, and volunteers
may have positive impact on ICH safe-
guarding activities and local develop-
ment?”

M 2010 3rd International Round Table
of Mayors/ 1st ICCN Youth Forum in
VLCNOV, Czech Republic

Theme: “State/Local Government’s ap-
proach to Intangible Cultural Heritage
and the Cultural Policies of countries
around the world”

M 2009 4th Thematic Workshop in
KINGSTON, Jamaica

Theme: “Local government at the fore-
front of preserving tour Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage”

M 2008 2nd International Round Table
of Mayors in CAIRO, Egypt (Official
Founding of ICCN)

Theme: “The Role of Women in Safe-
guarding of Traditional Cultures and
Maintenance of Cultural Diversity”

M 2007 3rd Thematic Workshop in PECS,
Hungary

Theme: “Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage by Building the Net-
work”

M 2006 2nd Thematic Workshop in
GANGNEUNG, Republic of Korea

Theme: “Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage and Participation of
Young People”

B 2005 1st Thematic Workshop in
GANGNEUNG, Republic of Korea

Theme: “Sustainable Development,
Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural
Heritage and Promoting Inter-City Net-
work”

M 2004 1st International Round Table of
Mayors in GANGNEUNG, Korea
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The office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees in Tehran invites qualified companies to
participate in the tender for procurement of Renovation
and Alteration services of the UNHCR office in Isfahan.
Interested companies can download tender documents

from www.unhcr .org.ir
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